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January 10, 2021  

A  community  of worshipping,  maturing,   
and multiplying disciples of  Jesus Christ ,   

to the glory of God the Father,   
by the power of His Spirit ,   

and in  the hope of  God ’s Kingdom.  
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QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 

When life feels out of control,  

it’s good to celebrate God’s authority. 
 

 ~ Mark Vroegop  
 

 
 
 
 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.  
He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,  
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!      
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 Psalm 19:1–2,7–10        

M: The heavens declare the glory of God; 
     the skies proclaim the work of His hands. 
 

P: Day after day they pour forth speech; 
     night after night they display knowledge.  

 
. . . 

 
 

A word about our liturgy   
The elements and sequence that make up  
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way  

we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,  
the grand story of the Triune God: 
the story of God pursuing a people  

despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,  
and shaping them into His people for His glory. 
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M: The law of the LORD is perfect, 
     refreshing the soul. 
 The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 
     making wise the simple. 
 

P: The precepts of the LORD are right, 
     giving joy to the heart. 
 

M: The commands of the LORD are radiant, 
     giving light to the eyes. 
 

P: The fear of the LORD is pure, 
     enduring forever. 
 

M: The ordinances of the LORD are sure, 
     and altogether righteous. 
 

P: They are more precious than gold, 
     than much pure gold; 
 they are sweeter than honey, 
     than honey from the comb.   
 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION  

 concluding with the Lord’s Prayer        

P: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts, 
     as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power,  
     and the glory forever. 
          Amen.  
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SONGS OF PRAISE  

Our Great God     
 

Eternal God, unchanging, 
    mysterious and unknown; 
Your boundless love, unfailing, 
    in grace and mercy shown. 
Bright seraphim in endless flight 
    around Your glorious throne; 
They raise their voices day and night 
    in praise to You alone. 
 

Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  
Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  

 

Lord, we are weak and frail, 
    helpless in the storm. 
Surround us with Your angels, 
    hold us in Your arms. 
Our cold and ruthless enemy, 
    his pleasure is our harm. 
Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee 
    before our Sovereign God. 
 

Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  
Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  

 

Let every creature in the sea 
    and every flying bird, 
Let every mountain, every field 
    and valley of the earth; 
Let all the moons and all the stars 
    in all the universe 
Sing praises to the living God 
    who rules them by His Word. 
 

Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  
Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  

 

Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  
Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  

 
 
Words & music by Fernando Ortega & Mac Powell 
© 2002 Word Music, LLC; Newspring; Dejamesolo  
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The God of Abra’am Praise      
 

The God of Abra’am praise, 
    Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of Everlasting Days 
    and God of love. 
Jehovah! Great I AM! 
    by earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred Name, 
    forever blest.    
 

The God of Abra’am praise,  
    at Whose supreme command 
From earth I rise, and seek the joys  
     at His right hand. 
I all on earth forsake,  
     its wisdom, fame, and pow’r, 
And Him my only portion make,  
    my shield and tow’r. 
 

He by Himself hath sworn,  
    I on His oath depend; 
I shall, on eagles’ wings upborne,  
    to heav’n ascend, 
I shall behold His face,  
    I shall His pow’r adore, 
and sing the wonders of His grace  
    forevermore. 
 

The whole triumphant host  
    gives thanks to God on high; 
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”  
    they ever cry. 
Hail Abra’am’s God and mine!  
    I join the heav’nly lays; 
All might and majesty are Thine,  
    and endless praise. 
 
 
Words by Thomas Olivers (1770), PUBLIC DOMAIN 
Music by Nathan Partain (2003), © 2003 Partain, Nathan  
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OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING   
 Jeremiah 4:14–31       

 
14  O Jerusalem, wash your heart from evil, 
     that you may be saved. 
 How long shall your wicked thoughts 
     lodge within you? 
15  For a voice declares from Dan 
     and proclaims trouble from Mount Ephraim. 
16  Warn the nations that He is coming; 
     announce to Jerusalem, 
 “Besiegers come from a distant land; 
     they shout against the cities of Judah. 
17  Like keepers of a field are they against her all around, 
     because she has rebelled against Me, 
 declares the LORD. 
18  Your ways and your deeds 
     have brought this upon you. 
 This is your doom, and it is bitter; 
     it has reached your very heart.” 
 
19  My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain! 
     Oh the walls of my heart! 
 My heart is beating wildly; 
     I cannot keep silent, 
 for I hear the sound of the trumpet, 
     the alarm of war. 
20  Crash follows hard on crash; 
     the whole land is laid waste. 
 Suddenly my tents are laid waste, 
     my curtains in a moment. 
21  How long must I see the standard 
     and hear the sound of the trumpet? 
 
22  “For My people are foolish; 
     they know Me not; 
 they are stupid children; 
     they have no understanding. 
 They are ‘wise’ — in doing evil! 

     But how to do good they know not.” 
. . . 
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23  I looked on the earth, and behold,  
 it was without form and void; 
     and to the heavens, and they had no light. 
24  I looked on the mountains, and behold,  
 they were quaking, 
     and all the hills moved to and fro. 
25  I looked, and behold, there was no man, 
     and all the birds of the air had fled. 
26  I looked, and behold, the fruitful land was a desert, 
     and all its cities were laid in ruins 
     before the LORD, before His fierce anger. 
 
27 For thus says the LORD, “The whole land shall be                           
a desolation; yet I will not make a full end. 
 
28  “For this the earth shall mourn, 
     and the heavens above be dark; 
 for I have spoken; I have purposed; 
     I have not relented, nor will I turn back.” 
 
29  At the noise of horseman and archer 
     every city takes to flight; 
 they enter thickets; they climb among rocks; 
     all the cities are forsaken, 
     And no man dwells in them. 
30  And you, O desolate one, 
 what do you mean that you dress in scarlet, 
     that you adorn yourself with ornaments of gold, 
     that you enlarge your eyes with paint? 
 In vain you beautify yourself. 
     Your lovers despise you; 
     they seek your life. 
 
31  For I heard a cry as of a woman in labor, 
     anguish as of one giving birth to her first child, 
 the cry of the daughter of Zion gasping for breath, 
     stretching out her hands, 
 “Woe is me! I am fainting before murderers.” 

 
 
 



 

Page 8 

GOD CLEANSES US                     
We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy. 
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this  
and invites honest expression before God.  
However, God isn ’t silent as we cry out to Him —  
He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.  
God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves  
before Him in Christ Jesus.  
 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

 based on the Ten Commandments     

M: O LORD, our God who brought His people  
     out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery  
     and by Christ delivered us from sin,  
 You have been faithful to keep  
     all the promises of Your covenant. 
 

P:  But we, O LORD, have been a stiff-necked people 
      who love unfaithfulness. 
 We have loved other gods before You  
      and become their servants. 
 We have not worshipped You in spirit and in truth,  
      and so we have mocked Your glory in heaven. 
 We have used Your name in vain  
      and profaned Your reputation on earth. 
 We have desecrated Your Sabbath  
      because we have not trusted You to give us rest.  
 We have not honored our fathers and mothers.  
 We have hated our neighbors  
      and murdered them in our hearts. 
 We have made adulterers of ourselves  
      in the lust of our eyes or in the deeds of our flesh.  
 We have stolen honor and wealth and privileges  
      that are not ours. 
 We have lied and falsely accused  
      for we love gossip more than truth. 
 We have coveted blessings  
      You wisely and righteously gave to others. 
 O LORD, have mercy on us  
      for we have not kept Your law. 
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SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 

In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God  
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness 
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer. 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
 Romans 8:1–2      

M: There is therefore now no condemnation  
 for those who are in Christ Jesus.  
 For the law of the Spirit of life  
 has set you free in Christ Jesus  
 from the law of sin and death.  
 
 

SONG OF ASSURANCE    

Jesus, Thank You     
 

The myst’ry of the cross I cannot comprehend, 
The agonies of Calvary. 
You the perfect, Holy One, crushed Your Son 
Who drank the bitter cup reserved for me. 
 

Your blood has washed away my sin; 
    Jesus, thank You. 
The Father’s wrath completely satisfied; 
    Jesus, thank You. 
Once Your enemy, now seated at Your table; 
    Jesus, thank You. 

 

By Your perfect sacrifice I’ve been brought near; 
Your enemy You’ve made Your friend. 
Pouring out the riches of Your glorious grace,  
Your mercy and Your kindness know no end. 
 

Your blood has washed away my sin; 
    Jesus, thank You. 
The Father’s wrath completely satisfied; 
    Jesus, thank You. 
Once Your enemy, now seated at Your table; 
    Jesus, thank You.  

 
 

Words and music by Pat Sczebel 
© 2003 Integrity’s Hosanna Music, Sovereign Grace Worship  
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GOD SPEAKS TO US  
The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of                 
God’s Word a crucial means of growing and comforting 
God’s people and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.  
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

READING OF THE WORD 

 Galatians 3:15–25    

15 To give a human example, brothers: even with  
a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it 
once it has been ratified. 16 Now the promises were 
made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, 
“And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to 
one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. 17 This is 
what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, 
does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, 
so as to make the promise void. 18 For if the inheritance 
comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise;  
but God gave it to Abraham by a promise. 
 
19 Why then the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, until the offspring should come  
to whom the promise had been made, and it was put  
in place through angels by an intermediary. 20 Now  
an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one. 
 
21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? 
Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could 
give life, then righteousness would indeed be by  
the law. 22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything 
under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ 
might be given to those who believe. 
 
23 Now before faith came, we were held captive  
under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith  
would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian 
until Christ came, in order that we might be justified  
by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are  
no longer under a guardian …      
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GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father,  
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 

 
 

PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“The Promise Remains” 
Rev. Nate Hitchcock    

 
 

SERMON NOTES 
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PRAYER   

 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE  

Be Thou My Vision     
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me save that Thou art — 
Thou my best thought by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 

Be Thou my wisdom and Thou my true word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one. 
 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 

High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
 
Ancient Irish Poem, translated by Mary E. Byrne (1905), versified by Eleanor H. Hull (1912) 
Traditional Irish melody, arranged by David Evans (1927) 
PUBLIC DOMAIN  

 
 
 

GOD COMMUNES WITH US 
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God,                               
given by Jesus the night before His death to be celebrated      
until His return. It points back to the cross, forward to                                   
the return of King, and spiritually nourishes us for today                   
as we eat and drink in faith.  
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                       
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CONFESSING OUR FAITH  
 The Apostles’ Creed    

 

P:  I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
     Maker of heaven and earth.  
 

 And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord;  
     Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
     born of the Virgin Mary,  
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, dead and buried;  
     He descended into hell;  
     The third day He rose again from the dead;  
     He ascended into heaven and sits on  
         the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
     from there He shall come to judge  
         the quick and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
    the holy catholic church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins,  
    the resurrection of the body  
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   
 

Please come forward to receive the elements at the table, then return  
to your seats. Please HOLD elements until we can all partake TOGETHER. 
 
 

PRAYER   

 
 
 

GOD SENDS US 
We end by receiving God ’s promises to us as His people. 
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,  
to the end of all time .  
 
 

BENEDICTION  
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ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A S C E N S I O N - P C A . O R G  

     

9:30AM: Worship Service  
(in-person & livestream) 

 
Meeting Address: 

   8224  220th Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 

Mailing Address: 
   P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046 

APC Office: 
   Mon & Wed & Fri  (9:00AM–5:00PM) 

(425) 286-8617 
office@ascension-pca.org 

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050 
 

Scripture text from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  

©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  
 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.  
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STAFF & LEADERSHIP  
 

PASTOR:   

   nate@ascension-pca.org 
 

ASSISTANT PASTOR: 

   Rev. Edward Volz   ed@ascension-pca.org 
 

PASTORAL INTERN: 

   Austin Clement   clement.austin@gmail.com 
 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

   Rina Kroes      office@ascension-pca.org 
 

ELDERS:  

   Brett Chase   brett@ascension-pca.org   

   Bob Miller     bob@ascension-pca.org  

   Bo Stocklin     bostocklin@ascension-pca.org 

   Chris Sledge   chris@ascension-pca.org  
 

DEACONS:    

   Philip Barrow    philip@ascension-pca.org  

   Peter Contreras  peter@ascension-pca.org 

   Fred Wilson   fred@ascension-pca.org 

   Kyle Bartlett   kyle@ascension-pca.org   
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:     

   Leandra Howell   leandra.m.howell@gmail.com 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:   

   Monica Sledge    cmkesledge@gmail.com  
 

MEAL COORDINATOR:   

   Sheila Bloedow   s.bloedow@comcast.net 
 

NURSERY COORDINATOR:    

   Diane Miller    drsm40@gmail.com 
 

 

 

A NOTE ABOUT GIVING 
Please make sure that checks are made out to  

Ascension Presbyterian Church  
and that any automatic payments are being sent  

to the P.O. Box mailing address listed. 

mailto:leandra.m.howell@gmail.com

