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August 8, 2021  

A  community  of worshipping,  maturing,   
and multiplying disciples of  Jesus Christ ,   

to the glory of God the Father,   
by the power of His Spirit ,   

and in  the hope of  God ’s Kingdom.  
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QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 
 

“The gate of Mercy is opened,  

    and over the door it is written,  

‘This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation,  

    that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.‘   
 

Between that word ‘save’ and the next word ‘sinners,’  

    there is no adjective.   

It does not say,  

    ‘penitent sinners,’ ‘awakened sinners,’ ‘sensible sinners,’  

    ‘grieving sinners’ or ‘alarmed sinners.’   

        No, it only says, ‘sinners.’   
 

And I know this, that when I come,  

    I come to Christ today,  

for I feel it is as much a necessity of my life  

    to come to the cross of Christ today  

        as it was to come ten years ago —  

when I come to him, I dare not come  

    as a conscious sinner or an awakened sinner,  

        but I have to come still as a sinner  

        with nothing in my hands.”   

 
~ Charles Spurgeon     

  
 
 
 

A WORD ABOUT OUR LITURGY   
 

The elements and sequence that make up  
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way  

we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,  
the grand story of the Triune God: 
the story of God pursuing a people  

despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,  
and shaping them into His people for His glory. 
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GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.  
He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,  
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!      
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 from I Chronicles 16:8–10   

P:  Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name;  
     make known among the nations  
         what He has done.  
 Sing to Him, sing praise to Him;  
     tell of all His wonderful acts.  
 Glory in His holy name;  
     let the hearts of those who seek the LORD  
         rejoice. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION  
 

SONGS OF PRAISE  

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing     
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing    
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
Mount of God’s unchanging love. 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
Hither by Thy help I’ve come;. 
And I hope by Thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 
 

Jesus sought me when a stranger 
Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood. 

. . . 
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Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let Thy grace now, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee. 
 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above.   
 

Words by Robert Robinson (1758).  
Music by John Wyeth (1813).  
PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

 
 

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies   
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness arise, 
Triumph o’er the shades of night; 
 

Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 

Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day’s return 
Till Thy mercy’s beams I see; 
 

Till Thy inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 

Visit then this soul of mine, 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
Fill me, Radiancy divine, 
Scatter all my unbelief; 
 

More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 
 

More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 

 

Words by Charles Wesley (1740). PUBLIC DOMAIN 
Music by Luke Morton (2012) 
Music: © 2012 Walk Out of the Grave Music  
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GOD CLEANSES US  
We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.  
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this  
and invites honest expression before God.  
However, God isn ’t silent as we cry out to Him —  
He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.  
God ’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves  
before Him in Christ Jesus.  
 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING   
 John 6:22–40     
22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other 
side of the sea saw that there had been only one boat 
there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with  
His disciples, but that His disciples had gone away alone. 
23 Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where 
they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 
24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there,  
nor His disciples, they themselves got into the boats  
and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 
 
25 When they found Him on the other side of the sea,  
they said to Him, “Rabbi, when did You come here?” 
26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are 
seeking Me, not because you saw signs, but because you 
ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give to you. For on Him God 
the Father has set His seal.” 28 Then they said to Him, 
“What must we do, to be doing the works of God?”  
29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you 
believe in Him whom He has sent.” 30 So they said to Him, 
“Then what sign do You do, that we may see and believe 
You? What work do You perform? 31 Our fathers ate  
the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave 
them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said  
to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses  
who gave you the bread from heaven, but My Father  
gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread  
of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life 
to the world.” 34 They said to Him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.” 

. . . 
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35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to Me shall not hunger, and whoever believes 
In Me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you  
have seen Me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the 
Father gives Me will come to Me, and whoever comes  
to Me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down  
from heaven, not to do My own will but the will of Him 
who sent Me. 39 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, 
that I should lose nothing of all that He has given Me, 
but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of  
My Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and 
believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will  
raise him up on the last day.”    
 
 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Almighty God,  
     We have sinned against you, O Lord,  
         and we have offended You.  
 

 And yet, O Lord, as we acknowledge  
     our sins and offenses,  
 so also do we acknowledge You  
     to be a merciful God,  
         a loving and favorable Father,  
             to all who turn to You.  
 

 And so we humbly ask You,  
     for the sake of Christ Your Son,  
 to show mercy to us,  
     and forgive us all our offenses.  
  

 Forgive the sins of our youth,  
     and the sins of our old age.    

 By Your Spirit, O God,  
     take possession of our hearts,  
 so that, not only the actions of our lives  
     but also the words of our mouths,  
         and the smallest thoughts of our minds,  
             may be guided and governed by You.  
  

 Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
     to whom, with You and the Holy Spirit,  
         be all honor and glory,  
             now and forever. Amen. 
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SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 
In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God  
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness 
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer. 

 
 

THE GOOD NEWS     
 based on Romans 8:34 & 2 Corinthians 5:17     

M: Hear the good news!  
 Who is in a position to condemn?  
 Only Christ,  
     and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  
     Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  
 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun.  
 Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace! 
 
 

SONG OF ASSURANCE    

I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130)      
 

Out of the depths I cry to You, 
In darkest places I will call, 
Incline Your ear to me anew, 
And hear my cry for mercy, Lord. 
 

Were You to count my sinful ways, 
How could I come before Your throne? 
Yet, full forgiveness meets my gaze, 
I stand redeemed by grace alone. 
 

I will wait for You, 
    I will wait for You, 
On Your word I will rely. 
I will wait for You, 
    surely wait for You 
Till my soul is satisfied. 

 

. . . 
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So put Your hope in God alone, 
Take courage in His power to save, 
Completely and forever won 
By Christ emerging from the grave. 
 

I will wait for You, 
    I will wait for You, 
On Your word I will rely. 
I will wait for You, 
    surely wait for You 
Till my soul is satisfied. 

 

Now He has come to make a way, 
And God Himself has paid the price, 
That all who trust in Him today 
Find healing in His sacrifice. 
 

I will wait for You, 
    I will wait for You 
Through the storm 
    and through the night. 
I will wait for You, 
    surely wait for You, 
For Your love is my delight. 

 
Words and music by Jordan Kauflin, Keith Getty, Matthew Merker, Stuart Townend 
© 2018 Getty Music Publishing,  Jordan Kauflin Music, Matthew Merker Music,  
Townend Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US  
The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God ’s Word  
a crucial means of growing and comforting God ’s people  
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
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READING OF THE WORD 

 Psalm 51     
1  Have mercy on me, O God, 
     according to Your steadfast love; 
 according to Your abundant mercy 
     blot out my transgressions. 
2  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
     and cleanse me from my sin! 
 
3  For I know my transgressions, 
     and my sin is ever before me. 
4  Against You, You only, have I sinned 
     and done what is evil in Your sight, 
 so that You may be justified in Your words 
     and blameless in Your judgment. 
5  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
     and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6  Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, 
     and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
 
7  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
     wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8  Let me hear joy and gladness; 
     let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 
9  Hide Your face from my sins, 
     and blot out all my iniquities. 
10  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
     and renew a right spirit within me. 
11  Cast me not away from Your presence, 
     and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
12  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
     and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
 
13  Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 
     and sinners will return to You. 
14  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 
     O God of my salvation, 
     and my tongue will sing aloud  
        of Your righteousness. 
15  O Lord, open my lips, 
     and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

. . . 
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16  For You will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 
     You will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
     a broken and contrite heart, O God,  
     You will not despise. 
 
18  Do good to Zion in Your good pleasure; 
     build up the walls of Jerusalem; 
19  then will You delight in right sacrifices, 
     in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 
     then bulls will be offered on Your altar.     

 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father,  
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 

 
 

PREACHING OF THE WORD 

“The Sinner”   

Pastor Nate Hitchcock      
 
 

PRAYER   
 
 

SERMON NOTES 
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SONG OF RESPONSE  

His Mercy is More    
 

Praise the Lord, 
His mercy is more! 
Stronger than darkness, 
New every morn, 
Our sins they are many, 
His mercy is more! 

 

What love could remember 
    no wrongs we have done? 
Omniscient, all-knowing, 
    He counts not their sum. 
Thrown into a sea 
    without bottom or shore; 
Our sins they are many, 
    His mercy is more. 
 

What patience would wait 
    as we constantly roam? 
What Father, so tender, 
    is calling us home? 
He welcomes the weakest, 
    the vilest, the poor. 
Our sins they are many, 
    His mercy is more.  
 

Praise the Lord, 
His mercy is more! 
Stronger than darkness, 
New every morn, 
Our sins they are many, 
His mercy is more! 

 

What riches of kindness 
    He lavished on us. 
His blood was the payment, 
    His life was the cost. 
We stood ‘neath a debt 
    we could never afford. 
Our sins they are many, 
    His mercy is more. 

. . . 
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Praise the Lord, 
His mercy is more! 
Stronger than darkness, 
New every morn, 
Our sins they are many, 
His mercy is more! 

 

Music and words by Matt Boswell and Matt Papa 
© 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs | Getty Music Publishing | Love Your Enemies 
Publishing | Messenger Hymns   

 
 

GOD COMMUNES WITH US  
The Lord ’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus  
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.  
It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,  
and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.  
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                                            
 

CONFESSING OUR FAITH    

 from the Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A’s 60–61     

P:  I am made right with God  
     only by true faith in Jesus Christ.  
 Even though my conscience accuses me 
     of having grievously sinned  
         against all God’s commandments 
     and of never having kept any of them,  
 and even though I am still inclined toward all evil,  
 nevertheless,  
     without my deserving it at all, 
         out of sheer grace,  
 God grants and credits to me  
     the perfect satisfaction, righteousness,  
         and holiness of Christ, 
 as if I had never sinned nor been a sinner,  
 as if I had been as perfectly obedient 
 as Christ was obedient for me.  
 All I need to do is to accept this gift of God  
     with a believing heart. 

. . . 
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 When I say that by faith alone I am right with God;  
 it is not because of any value my faith has  
     that God is pleased with me. 
 

 Only Christ’s satisfaction, righteousness,  
     and holiness make me right with God.  
 And I can receive this righteousness  
     and make it mine in no other way  
         than by faith alone.    
 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   

Please come forward to receive the elements at the table, then return  
to your seats. Please HOLD elements until we can all partake TOGETHER. 
 
 

PRAYER | MEDITATION  

 
 

GOD SENDS US 
We end by receiving God ’s promises to us as His people.  
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world, to the end of all time .  
 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.  
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ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A S C E N S I O N - P C A . O R G  

     

9:30AM: Worship Service  
(in-person & livestream) 

 
Meeting Address: 

   8224  220th Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 

Mailing Address: 
   P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046 

APC Office: 
   Mon & Wed & Fri  (9:00AM–5:00PM) 

(425) 286-8617 
office@ascension-pca.org 

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050 
 

Scripture text from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  

©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  
 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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STAFF & LEADERSHIP  
 

PASTOR:   

   nate@ascension-pca.org 
 

ASSISTANT PASTOR: 

   Rev. Edward Volz   volz.edw@gmail.com  
 

PASTORAL INTERN: 

   Austin Clement   clement.austin@gmail.com 
 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

   Rina Kroes      office@ascension-pca.org 
 

ELDERS:  

   Brett Chase   brett@ascension-pca.org   

   Bob Miller     bob@ascension-pca.org  

   Bo Stocklin     bostocklin@ascension-pca.org 

   Chris Sledge   chris@ascension-pca.org  

   Theo Vander Wel  theo@ascension-pca.org  
 

DEACONS:    

   Peter Contreras  peter@ascension-pca.org 

   Fred Wilson   fred@ascension-pca.org 

   Kyle Bartlett   kyle@ascension-pca.org   
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:     

   Leandra Howell   leandra.m.howell@gmail.com 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:   

   Monica Sledge    cmkesledge@gmail.com  
 

MEAL COORDINATOR:   

   Sheila Bloedow   s.bloedow@comcast.net 
 

NURSERY COORDINATOR:    

   Rebecca Wheeler   dieseltheboxer@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

A NOTE ABOUT GIVING 
Please make sure that checks are made out to  

Ascension Presbyterian Church  
and that any automatic payments are being sent  

to the P.O. Box mailing address listed. 

mailto:leandra.m.howell@gmail.com

