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March 13, 2022  

A  community  of worshipping,  maturing,   
and multiplying disciples of  Jesus Christ ,   

to the glory of God the Father,   
by the power of His Spirit ,   

and in  the hope of  God ’s Kingdom.  
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QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 

~  Robert Hawker             
  

PRAYER OF ADORATION  
 

 

A WORD ABOUT OUR LITURGY   
 

The elements and sequence that make up  
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way  

we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,  
the grand story of the Triune God: 

 

the story of God pursuing a people  
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,  

and shaping them into His people for His glory. 
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GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.  
He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,  
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!      
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 from Ephesians 1      

M:  Praise be to the God and Father  
    of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 Who has blessed us in the heavenly realms  
    with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
 For He chose us in Him  
    before the creation of the world 
    to be holy and blameless in His sight. 
 In love He predestined us to be adopted  
    as His sons through Jesus Christ, 
 in accordance with His pleasure and will —  
    to the praise of His glorious grace 
    which He has freely given us in the One He loves.   
 

SONGS OF PRAISE  

Come As You Are   
 

Come out of sadness, from wherever you’ve been;  
Come, broken hearted, let rescue begin;  
 

Come find your mercy, oh sinner come kneel. 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal;  
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal. 
 

So lay down your burdens, lay down your shame;  
All who are broken, lift up your face.  

 

Oh wanderer come home, you’re not too far.  
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,  
Come as you are.  

 

There’s hope for the hopeless,  
   and all those who’ve strayed;  
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace.  
 

There’s rest for the weary, a rest that endures;  
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure.  
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So lay down your burdens, lay down your shame;  
All who are broken, lift up your face.  

 

Oh wanderer come home, you’re not too far.  
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,  
Come as you are.  
 

Come as you are,  
Fall in his arms,  
Come as you are.  

 

There’s joy for the morning, oh sinner be still,  
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.  
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.  
 

So lay down your burdens, lay down your shame;  
All who are broken, lift up your face.  

 

Oh wanderer come home, you’re not too far.  
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, 
Come as you are.  

 
Words and music by Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher  
© 2014 Ariose Music / sixsteps Music / Thankyou Music / Valley Of Songs Music / 
worshiptogether.com songs (admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)  

 
 

I Sing the Mighty Power of God    
 

I sing the mighty power of God,  
    that made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad,  
    and built the lofty skies. 
 

I sing the wisdom that ordained  
    the sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at His command,  
    and all the stars obey. 
 

I sing the goodness of the Lord,  
    that filled the earth with food; 
He formed the creatures with His Word  
    and then pronounced them good. 
 

Lord, how Your wonders are displayed 
    where’er I turn my eye: 
If I survey the ground I tread 
    or gaze upon the sky! 
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There’s not a plant or flower below  
    but makes Your glories known, 
And clouds arise and tempests blow,  
    by order from Your throne. 
 

While all that borrows life from You 
    is ever in Your care, 
And everywhere that man can be,  
    You, God, are present there. 

 
Words by  Isaac Watts (1714; Mod.).   Music by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1906)  
PUBLIC DOMAIN  

 
 
 

GOD CLEANSES US  
We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.  
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this  
and invites honest expression before God.  
However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —  
He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.  
God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves  
before Him in Christ Jesus.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING   
 Jeremiah 21:1–14          
1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, 
when King Zedekiah sent to him Pashhur the son of 
Malchiah and Zephaniah the priest, the son of Maaseiah, 
saying, 2 “Inquire of the LORD for us, for Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon is making war against us. Perhaps 
the LORD will deal with us according to all His wonderful 
deeds and will make him withdraw from us.” 
 

3 Then Jeremiah said to them: “Thus you shall say                     
to Zedekiah, 4 ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are                  
in your hands and with which you are fighting against 
the king of Babylon and against the Chaldeans who             
are besieging you outside the walls. And I will bring  
them together into the midst of this city. 5 I myself  
will fight against you with outstretched hand and strong 
arm, in anger and in fury and in great wrath. 6 And I will 
strike down the inhabitants of this city, both man and 
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beast. They shall die of a great pestilence. 7 Afterward,                         
declares the LORD, I will give Zedekiah king of Judah               
and his servants and the people in this city who survive 
the pestilence, sword, and famine into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand               
of their enemies, into the hand of those who seek                
their lives. He shall strike them down with the edge                 
of the sword. He shall not pity them or spare them                      
or have compassion.’ 
 

8 “And to this people you shall say: ‘Thus says the LORD: 
Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of 
death. 9 He who stays in this city shall die by the sword, 
by famine, and by pestilence, but he who goes out and 
surrenders to the Chaldeans who are besieging you          
shall live and shall have his life as a prize of war.                           
10 For I have set My face against this city for harm                  
and not for good, declares the LORD: it shall be given          
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall                     
burn it with fire.’ 
 
11 “And to the house of the king of Judah say, ‘Hear                   
the word of the LORD, 12 O house of David! Thus says 
the LORD: 
 

 “‘Execute justice in the morning, 
     and deliver from the hand of the oppressor 
     him who has been robbed, 
 lest My wrath go forth like fire, 
     and burn with none to quench it, 
     because of your evil deeds.’” 
 

13  “Behold, I am against you, O inhabitant of the valley, 
     O rock of the plain, 
 declares the LORD; 
 you who say, ‘Who shall come down against us, 
     or who shall enter our habitations?’ 
14  I will punish you according to the fruit of your deeds, 
 declares the LORD; 
     I will kindle a fire in her forest, 
     and it shall devour all that is around her.”    
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CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

P:  Almighty God,  
 You are holy and perfect in all Your ways,  
     yet You stoop to love us,  
         fallen and sinful rebels that we are. 
 

 We do not deserve Your kindness and care,  
     yet You have set Your love on upon us.  
 You pursue us with Your everlasting promise  
     to work all things for our good  
         and Your own glory.  
 Father, melt our hearts with wonder, love, 
     and praise to You. 
 

 We confess to you that we often find it difficult  
     to live in community with one another,  
         as You call us to.  
 We are judgmental towards others,  
     particularly when You have given us strength  
         in an area where they are weak.  
 We frequently struggle with malice, hypocrisy,  
     envy, deceit, and slander.  
 Though at times we may control our tongues,  
     in our minds we rehearse endlessly  
         the sins and weaknesses of others,  
     as we try to justify ourselves and feel superior. 
 

 Father, forgive us for the many sins  
     that we commit each and every day.  
 We cast ourselves on Your mercy  
     and thank You for the blood of Christ,  
         which cleanses us from all sin,  
     and for the obedience of Christ,  
         which replaces our record of rebellion  
         with the glory of His perfect holiness. 
 

 May Your great and mighty power,  
     which raised Christ from the dead,  
 be at work in us,  
     helping us to love one another  
         with powerful gratitude. 
 

 In the excellent name of Jesus Christ we pray,  
     amen. 
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SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 
In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God  
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness 
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 1 John 1:5–7       

M: This is the message we have heard from Him  
    and proclaim to you,  
 that God is light,  
    and in Him there is no darkness at all.  
 If we say we have fellowship with Him  
    while we walk in darkness,  
    we lie and do not practice the truth.  
 But if we walk in the light,  
    as He is in the light,  
    we have fellowship with one another,  
 and the blood of Jesus His Son   
    cleanses us from all sin.     
 

SONG OF ASSURANCE    

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)     
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I’m found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear, 
The hour I first believed. 
 

My chains are gone, I've been set free; 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 
And like a flood His mercy reigns, 
Unending love, amazing grace. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
His word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures. 
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My chains are gone, I've been set free; 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 
And like a flood His mercy reigns, 
Unending love, amazing grace. 

 

My chains are gone, I've been set free; 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 
And like a flood His mercy reigns, 
Unending love, amazing grace. 

 
Words and music by Chris Tomlin, John Newton, Louie Giglio 
© 2006 sixsteps Music (admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)  

 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US  
The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God ’s Word  
a crucial means of growing and comforting God ’s people  
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
 

READING OF THE WORD 

 Philippians 2:1–11                
 

1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit,              
any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy                  
by being of the same mind, having the same love,             
being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing             
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility              
count others more significant than yourselves.                     
4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests,             
but also to the interests of others.  
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours                
in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though He was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, by taking the form                
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.                  
8 And being found in human form, He humbled                
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.  

. . . 
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9 Therefore God has highly exalted Him and 
bestowed on Him the name that is above every 
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under  
the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.      

 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father,  
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 

 

PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“Complete My Joy”   
 Pastor Nate Hitchcock        

 
 

SERMON NOTES:               
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PRAYER   
 

SONG OF RESPONSE    

Lead On, O King Eternal         
 

 

Lead on, O King eternal, 
The day of march has come; 
Henceforth in fields of conquest 
Thy tents shall be our home. 
 

Through days of preparation 
Thy grace has made us strong, 
And now, O King eternal, 
We lift our battle song. 
 

Lead on, O King eternal, 
Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
And holiness shall whisper 
The sweet amen of peace. 
 

For not with swords loud clashing, 
Nor roll of stirring drums, 
With deeds of love and mercy, 
The heav’nly kingdom comes. 
 

Lead on, O King eternal, 
We follow, not with fears; 
For gladness breaks like morning 
Where’er Thy face appears. 
 

Thy cross is lifted o’er us, 
We journey in its light; 
The crown awaits the conquest; 
Lead on, O God of might.    
 
Words by Ernest W. Shurtleff (1888). Music by Henry T. Smart (1836) 
PUBLIC DOMAIN  
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SERVICE OF ORDINATION / INSTALLATION  
MIKE WHEELER    
 

To the candidate: 
 

• Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, as originally given, to be the inerrant Word              
of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?  

• Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith 
and the Catechisms of this Church, as containing the 
system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures;                 
and do you further promise that if at any time you                   
find yourself out of accord with any of the fundamentals 
of this system of doctrine, you will, on your own initiative, 
make known to your Session the change which has taken 
place in your views since the assumption of this ordination 
vow?  

• Do you approve of the form of government and discipline 
of the Presbyterian Church in America, in conformity with 
the general principles of biblical polity?  

• Do you accept the office of deacon in this church,                        
and promise faithfully to perform all the duties thereof, 
and to endeavor by the grace of God to adorn the 
profession of the Gospel in your life, and to set a worthy 
example before the Church of which God has made you 
an officer?  

• Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord?  

• Do you promise to strive for the purity, peace, unity                   
and edification of the Church?  

 

To the congregation: 
 

Do you, the members of this church, acknowledge                  
and receive this brother as a deacon, and do you promise 
to yield to him all that honor, encouragement and 
obedience in the Lord to which his office, according to               
the Word of God and the Constitution of this Church, 
entitles him?  
 

If you do, please raise your right hand. 
 
 

Laying on of Hands and Prayer 
 

Right Hand of Fellowship and Pronouncement 
 

Exhortation 
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GOD COMMUNES WITH US  
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus  
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.  
It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,  
and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.  

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER      
 

CONFESSING OUR FAITH    

 from Colossians 1:12–20          
 

P:  We give thanks to the Father,  
     who has qualified us to share  
         in the inheritance of the saints in light.  
 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
 and transferred us to the kingdom  
     of His beloved Son,  
     in Whom we have redemption,  
         the forgiveness of sins. 
  

 He is the image of the invisible God,  
     the firstborn of all creation.  
 For by Him all things were created,  
     in heaven and on earth,  
     visible and invisible,  
 whether thrones or dominions  
     or rulers or authorities —  
 all things were created through Him and for Him.  
 And He is before all things,  
     and in Him all things hold together.  
 And He is the head of the body, the church.  
 He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,  
     that in everything He might be preeminent.  
 For in Him all the fullness of God  
     was pleased to dwell,  
 and through Him to reconcile all things,  
     whether on earth or in heaven,  
 making peace by the blood of His cross. 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   

Please come forward to receive the elements at the table, then return  
to your seats. Please HOLD elements until we can all partake TOGETHER. 
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PRAYER  |  MEDITATION  

 
 

GOD SENDS US 
We end by receiving God ’s promises to us as His people.  
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,  
to the end of all time .  

 

BENEDICTION  
 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.  

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050 
 

Scripture text from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  

©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A S C E N S I O N - P C A . O R G  

     

9:30AM: Worship Service  
(in-person & livestream) 

 

Meeting Address: 
   8224  220th Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 

Mailing Address: 
   P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046 

APC Office: 
   Mon & Wed & Fri  (9:00AM–5:00PM) 

(425) 286-8617 
office@ascension-pca.org 
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STAFF & LEADERSHIP  
 

PASTORS:   

   Rev. Nate Hitchcock  nate@ascension-pca.org 

   Rev. Austin Clement   austin@ascension-pca.org 
 

PASTOR EMERITUS: 

   Rev. Ed Volz     volz.edw@gmail.com  
 

PASTORAL INTERN: 

   Philip Suh     philipsuh@outlook.com  
 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

   Rina Kroes     office@ascension-pca.org 
 

ELDERS:  

   Bob Miller      bob@ascension-pca.org  

   Chris Sledge    chris@ascension-pca.org  

   Theo Vander Wel   theo@ascension-pca.org  
 

DEACONS:    

   Peter Contreras   peter@ascension-pca.org 

   Fred Wilson    fred@ascension-pca.org 

   Kyle Bartlett    kyle@ascension-pca.org   

   Mike Wheeler    mike.w@hotmail.com   
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:     

   Leandra Howell    leandra.m.howell@gmail.com 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:   

   Monica Sledge    cmkesledge@gmail.com  
 

MEAL COORDINATOR:   

   Sheila Bloedow   s.bloedow@comcast.net  
 

NURSERY COORDINATOR:    

   Rebecca Wheeler   rwheeler2022@outlook.com  
 

 

A NOTE ABOUT GIVING 
Please make sure that checks are made out to  

Ascension Presbyterian Church   
and that any automatic payments are being sent  

to the P.O. Box mailing address listed. 

mailto:leandra.m.howell@gmail.com

