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March 27, 2022  

A  community  of worshipping,  maturing,   
and multiplying disciples of  Jesus Christ ,   

to the glory of God the Father,   
by the power of His Spirit ,   

and in  the hope of  God ’s Kingdom.  
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A WORD ABOUT OUR LITURGY   
 

The elements and sequence that make up  
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way  

we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,  
the grand story of the Triune God: 

 

the story of God pursuing a people  
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,  

and shaping them into His people for His glory. 



 

Page 3 

QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 

~  “The Lord’s Day,” from the Valley of Vision              
  

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION & ADORATION  
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GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.  
He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,  
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!      
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 Psalm 73:1–3, 16–17, 24–26, 28        

M:  Truly God is good to Israel, 
     to those who are pure in heart. 
 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled, 
     my steps had nearly slipped. 
 For I was envious of the arrogant 
     when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.   
 But when I thought how to understand this, 
     it seemed to me a wearisome task, 
 until I went into the sanctuary of God; 
     then I discerned their end.  
 

P: You guide me with Your counsel, 
     and afterward You will receive me to glory. 
 Whom have I in heaven but You? 
     And there is nothing on earth  
     that I desire besides you. 
 My flesh and my heart may fail, 
     but God is the strength of my heart  
     and my portion forever.   
 But for me it is good to be near God; 
     I have made the LORD God my refuge, 
     that I may tell of all Your works.    
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SONGS OF PRAISE  

How Firm a Foundation         
 

How firm a foundation,  
   you saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith  
   in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say  
   than to you He has said, 
To you who for refuge  
   to Jesus have fled? 
 

“Fear not, I am with you;  
   O be not dismayed, 
For I am your God,  
   and will still give you aid. 
I’ll strengthen you, help you,  
   and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous,  
   omnipotent hand.” 
 

“When through the deep waters  
   I call you to go; 
The rivers of sorrow  
   shall not overflow. 
For I will be with you,  
   your troubles to bless, 
And sanctify to you  
   your deepest distress.” 
 

“The soul that on Jesus  
   has leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not  
   desert to his foes. 
That soul, though all hell  
   should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never,  
   no never forsake.” 

 
Words from Rippon’s Selection of Hymns (1787; alt.; mod.) 
Traditional American melody;  J. Funk’s A Compilation of Genuine Church Music (1832) 
PUBLIC DOMAIN  
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God Moves in a Mysterious Way     
 

God moves in a mysterious way 
    His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea 
    and rides upon the storm. 
Deep in unfathomable mines 
    of never-failing skill 
He treasures up His bright designs  
    and works His sovereign will. 
 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,  
    but trust Him for His grace;  
Behind a frowning providence  
    He hides a smiling face.  
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;  
    the clouds you so much dread  
Are big with mercy and shall break  
    in blessings on your head.  
 

Holy, Holy, 
Oh mysteries beyond, 
Glory, Glory 
Be to our Sovereign God. 

 

Blind unbelief is sure to err  
    and scan His work in vain;  
God is His own interpreter,  
    and He will make it plain.  
His purposes will ripen fast,  
    unfolding every hour;  
The bud may have a bitter taste,  
    but sweet will be the flower.  
 

Holy, Holy, 
Oh mysteries beyond, 
Glory, Glory 
Be to our Sovereign God. 

 

Holy, Holy, 
Oh mysteries beyond, 
Glory, Glory 
Be to our Sovereign God. 

 
Words by William Cowper and Matt Papa. Music by Matt Papa.  
© 2016 Common Hymnal Publishing / Love Your Enemies Publishing   
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GOD CLEANSES US  
We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.  
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this  
and invites honest expression before God.  
However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —  
He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.  
God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves  
before Him in Christ Jesus.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING   
 Jeremiah 22:11-30           
11 For thus says the LORD concerning Shallum the son of 
Josiah, king of Judah, who reigned instead of Josiah his 
father, and who went away from this place: “He shall 
return here no more, 12 but in the place where they have 
carried him captive, there shall he die, and he shall never 
see this land again.”   
 

13  “Woe to him who builds his house by 
 unrighteousness, 
     and his upper rooms by injustice, 
 who makes his neighbor serve him for nothing 
     and does not give him his wages, 
14  who says, ‘I will build myself a great house 
     with spacious upper rooms,’ 
 who cuts out windows for it, 
     paneling it with cedar 
     and painting it with vermilion. 
15  Do you think you are a king 
     because you compete in cedar? 
 Did not your father eat and drink 
     and do justice and righteousness? 
     Then it was well with him. 
16  He judged the cause of the poor and needy; 
     then it was well. 
 Is not this to know me? 
     declares the LORD. 

. . . 
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17  But you have eyes and heart 
     only for your dishonest gain, 
 for shedding innocent blood, 
     and for practicing oppression and violence.”  
 

18 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the 
son of Josiah, king of Judah: 
 

 “They shall not lament for him, saying, 
     ‘Ah, my brother!’ or ‘Ah, sister!’ 
 They shall not lament for him, saying, 
     ‘Ah, lord!’ or ‘Ah, his majesty!’ 
19  With the burial of a donkey he shall be buried, 
     dragged and dumped beyond the gates  
         of Jerusalem.” 
 

20  “Go up to Lebanon, and cry out, 
     and lift up your voice in Bashan; 
 cry out from Abarim, 
     for all your lovers are destroyed. 
21  I spoke to you in your prosperity, 
     but you said, ‘I will not listen.’ 
 This has been your way from your youth, 
     that you have not obeyed My voice. 
22  The wind shall shepherd all your shepherds, 
     and your lovers shall go into captivity; 
 then you will be ashamed and confounded 
     because of all your evil. 
23  O inhabitant of Lebanon, 
     nested among the cedars, 
 how you will be pitied when pangs come upon you, 
     pain as of a woman in labor!” 
 

24 “As I live, declares the LORD, though Coniah the son of 
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, were the signet ring on My right 
hand, yet I would tear you off 25 and give you into the hand 
of those who seek your life, into the hand of those of whom 
you are afraid, even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon and into the hand of the Chaldeans. 26 I will hurl 
you and the mother who bore you into another country, 
where you were not born, and there you shall die. 27 But               
to the land to which they will long to return, there they   
shall not return.” 
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28  Is this man Coniah a despised, broken pot, 
     a vessel no one cares for? 
 Why are he and his children hurled and cast 
     into a land that they do not know? 
29  O land, land, land, 
     hear the word of the LORD! 
30  Thus says the LORD: 
 “Write this man down as childless, 
     a man who shall not succeed in his days, 
 for none of his offspring shall succeed 
     in sitting on the throne of David 
     and ruling again in Judah.” 
 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

P:  Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry,  
  too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 
 

 Forgive us for the thoughts  
     that we’ve hidden from others  
     but are vivid before You. 
 Forgive us for the words  
     we shouldn’t have spoken  
     and those we left unsaid. 
 Forgive us for failing to reflect  
     Your glory in our lives. 
 

 Set us free from a past that we cannot change. 
 Open to us a future in which we can be changed.  
 Grant us grace to grow more and more  
     in Your likeness and image;  
 through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 
 Amen. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 
In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God  
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness 
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 1 Peter 2:9–10        

M: You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,  
     a holy nation, a people for His own possession,  
 that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who 
      called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  
 Once you were not a people,  
     but now you are God’s people;  
 once you had not received mercy,  
     but now you have received mercy.      
 

SONG OF ASSURANCE    

How Deep the Father's Love For Us 
 

How deep the Father ’s love for us; 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He would give His only Son  
To make a wretch His treasure. 
 

How great the pain of searing loss;  
The Father turns His face away, 
As wounds which mar the chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 

Behold the Man upon a cross; 
My guilt upon His shoulders. 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
 

It was my sin that held Him there,  
Until it was accomplished. 
His dying breath has brought me life,  
I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything: 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom. 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
 

Why should I gain from His reward?  
I cannot give an answer. 
But this I know with all my heart,  
His wounds have paid my ransom.  
 
Words & music by Stuart Townend 
© 1995 ThankYou Music 
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GOD SPEAKS TO US  
The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God ’s Word  
a crucial means of growing and comforting God ’s people  
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
 

READING OF THE WORD 

 Philippians 2:12–18             
 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, 
so now, not only as in my presence but much more                   
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both                        
to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
 

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that 
you may be blameless and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the 
day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain  
or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out as                     
a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise                          
you also should be glad and rejoice with me.      

 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father,  
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 

 

PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“Shine Like Stars”   
 Pastor Nate Hitchcock        
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SERMON NOTES:               
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PRAYER   
 

SONG OF RESPONSE    

O Great God     
 

O great God of highest heav ’n, 
Occupy my lowly heart. 
Own it all and reign supreme, 
Conquer every rebel pow ’r. 
 

Let no vice or sin remain 
That resists Your holy war. 
You have loved and purchased me, 
Make me Yours forevermore. 
 

I was blinded by my sin, 
Had no ears to hear Your voice, 
Did not know Your love within, 
Had no taste for heaven ’s joys. 
 

Then your Spirit gave me life, 
Opened up Your Word to me 
Through the gospel of Your Son, 
Gave me endless hope and peace.  
 

Help me now to live a life 
That’s dependent on Your grace. 
Keep my heart and guard my soul  
From the evils that I face. 
 

You are worthy to be praised 
With my every thought and deed.  
O great God of highest heav ’n, 
Glorify Your name through me. 
 
Words and music by Bob Kauflin. 
Based on The Valley of Vision prayer “Regeneration”.   
© 2006 Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing )  

 
 
 



 

Page 14 

GOD COMMUNES WITH US  
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus  
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.  
It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,  
and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.  

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER      
 

CONFESSING OUR FAITH    

 from the Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 1        
 

P:  I believe that I am not my own,  
     but belong —  
         body and soul,  
         in life and in death —  
     to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.   
 

 He has fully paid for my sins  
     with His precious blood,  
     and has set me free  
         from the tyranny of the devil.   
 

 He also watches over me in such a way  
     that not a hair can fall from my head  
         without the will of my Father in heaven:  
     in fact, all things must work together  
         for my salvation.   
 

 Because I belong to Him,  
     Christ, by His Holy Spirit,  
         assures me of eternal life  
     and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready  
         from now on to live for Him.    
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   

Please come forward to receive the elements at the table, then 
return to your seats. Please HOLD elements until  
we can all partake TOGETHER. 

 

PRAYER  |  MEDITATION  
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GOD SENDS US 
We end by receiving God ’s promises to us as His people.  
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,  
to the end of all time .  
 

BENEDICTION  
 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.  

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050 
 

Scripture text from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  

©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A S C E N S I O N - P C A . O R G  

     

9:30AM: Worship Service  
(in-person & livestream) 

 

Meeting Address: 
   8224  220th Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 

Mailing Address: 
   P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046 

APC Office: 
   Mon & Wed & Fri  (9:00AM–5:00PM) 

(425) 286-8617 
office@ascension-pca.org 
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STAFF & LEADERSHIP  
 

PASTORS:   

   Rev. Nate Hitchcock  nate@ascension-pca.org 

   Rev. Austin Clement   austin@ascension-pca.org 
 

PASTOR EMERITUS: 

   Rev. Ed Volz     volz.edw@gmail.com  
 

PASTORAL INTERN: 

   Philip Suh     philipsuh@outlook.com  
 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

   Rina Kroes     office@ascension-pca.org 
 

ELDERS:  

   Bob Miller      bob@ascension-pca.org  

   Chris Sledge    chris@ascension-pca.org  

   Theo Vander Wel   theo@ascension-pca.org  
 

DEACONS:    

   Peter Contreras   peter@ascension-pca.org 

   Fred Wilson    fred@ascension-pca.org 

   Kyle Bartlett    kyle@ascension-pca.org   

   Mike Wheeler    mike@ascension-pca.org 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:     

   Leandra Howell    leandra.m.howell@gmail.com 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:   

   Monica Sledge    cmkesledge@gmail.com  
 

MEAL COORDINATOR:   

   Sheila Bloedow   s.bloedow@comcast.net  
 

NURSERY COORDINATOR:    

   Rebecca Wheeler   rwheeler2022@outlook.com  
 

 

A NOTE ABOUT GIVING 
Please make sure that checks are made out to  

Ascension Presbyterian Church   
and that any automatic payments are being sent  

to the P.O. Box mailing address listed. 

mailto:leandra.m.howell@gmail.com

