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April 3, 2022  

A  community  of worshipping,  maturing,   
and multiplying disciples of  Jesus Christ ,   

to the glory of God the Father,   
by the power of His Spirit ,   

and in  the hope of  God ’s Kingdom.  
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QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 

~  Anselm              
  

 

A WORD ABOUT OUR LITURGY   
 

The elements and sequence that make up  
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way  

we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,  
the grand story of the Triune God: 

 

the story of God pursuing a people  
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,  

and shaping them into His people for His glory. 
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION & ADORATION  
 followed by the Lord’s Prayer         

P: Our Father, Who art in Heaven,  
 Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done,  
     on earth, as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our debts,  
     as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil 
 for Thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power,  
     and the glory forever. 
         Amen.  
 
 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.  
He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,  
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!      
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

P: It is good and right to do so. 
  

All: Holy, Holy, Holy, LORD God Almighty.  
 Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
 Glory to You, O LORD, most high. 
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SONGS OF PRAISE  

Psalm 98       
 

O sing a new song to the LORD 
    For wonders He has done, 
His right hand and His holy arm 
    The victory have won. 
 

With harp make music to the LORD; 
    With harp a psalm O sing! 
With horn and trumpet raise a shout 
    Before the LORD, the King. 
 

Let seas in all their vastness roar,  
    The world its living horde. 
Let rivers clap, let mountains sing 
    Their joy before the LORD! 
 

Because He comes, He surely comes,  
    The judge of earth to be! 
With justice He will judge the world,  
    All men with equity.  
 
Words from The Psalter 
Words © 2012 Crown and Covenant Publications.  
Music by Carl G. Gläser (1828); arr. by Lowell Mason (1839) 
Music PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 

Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder    
 

Let us love and sing and wonder, 
    Let us praise the Savior’s name! 
He has hushed the law ’s loud thunder, 
    He has quenched Mount Sinai ’s flame; 
He has washed us with His blood, 
    He has brought us nigh to God.  
 

Let us love the Lord who bought us,  
    Pitied us when enemies, 
Called us by His grace and taught us,  
    Gave us ears and gave us eyes:  
He has washed us with his blood, 
    He presents our souls to God.  
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Let us wonder; grace and justice 
    Join and point to mercy ’s store; 
When thro’ grace in Christ our trust is, 
    Justice smiles and asks no more:  
He who washed us with His blood 
    Has secured our way to God. 
 

Let us praise, and join the chorus  
    Of the saints enthroned on high; 
Here they trusted Him before us, 
    Now their praises fill the sky:  
“You have washed us with Your blood;  
    you are worthy, Lamb of God!” 
 

Words by John Newton (1774, mod.).  
Music from Darmstadt Gesangbuch (1698) 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies   
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies,  
    Christ, the true, the only Light,  
Sun of Righteousness arise, 
    Triumph o’er the shades of night; 
 

Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 

Dark and cheerless is the morn 
    Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day ’s return 
    Till Thy mercy ’s beams I see; 
 

Till Thy inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.  
 

Visit then this soul of mine, 
    Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;  
Fill me, Radiancy divine, 
    Scatter all my unbelief; 
 

More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 
 

More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day.  

 

Words by Charles Wesley (1740). PUBLIC DOMAIN 
Music by Luke Morton (2012) 
Music: © 2012 Walk Out of the Grave Music  
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GOD CLEANSES US  
We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.  
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this  
and invites honest expression before God.  
However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —  
He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.  
God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves  
before Him in Christ Jesus.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING   
 Jeremiah 23:1–8           
1 “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the 
sheep of My pasture!” declares the LORD. 2 Therefore 
thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who care for My people: “You have scattered 
My flock and have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your 
evil deeds, declares the LORD. 3 Then I will gather the 
remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have 
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and 
they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will set shepherds 
over them who will care for them, and they shall fear              
no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, 
declares the LORD. 
 

5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when  
I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and He shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will            
be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is                   
the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is                  
our righteousness.’ 
 

7 “Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares 
the LORD, when they shall no longer say, ‘As the LORD 
lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt,’ 8 but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led 
the offspring of the house of Israel out of the north 
country and out of all the countries where He had driven 
them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own land.”     
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CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

 adapted from the Valley of Vision         

P:  Lord Jesus, give me a deeper repentance,  
     a horror of sin, a dread of its approach;  
 Help me to flee it, and jealously to resolve  
     that my heart shall be Yours alone.  
 

 Give me a deeper trust,  
     that I may lose myself to find myself in You,  
         the ground of my rest,  
         the spring of my being.  
 Give me a deeper knowledge of Yourself  
     as Savior, Master, Lord, and King.  
 Give me deeper power in private prayer,  
     more sweetness in Your Word,  
     more steadfast grip on its truth.  
 Give me deeper holiness  
     in speech, thought, action,  
 and let me not seek moral virtue apart from You. 
 

 Plough deep in me, great Lord,  
     that my being may be a tilled field,  
     the roots of grace spreading far and wide,  
         until You alone are seen in me,  
     Your beauty golden like summer harvest,  
     Your fruitfulness as autumn plenty. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 
In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God  
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness 
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 Isaiah 54:8, 43:25, 44:22         

M: “With everlasting love I will have compassion on you, 
      says the LORD, your Redeemer.   
 I am He who blots out your transgressions  
 for my own sake,  
     and I will not remember your sins.   
 Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.”   
 

 Believe this good news and live in peace. Amen.     
 

SONG OF ASSURANCE    

O Love that Will Not Let Me Go      
 

O Love that will not let me go, 
    I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow  
    May richer, fuller be. 
 

O Light that follow’st all my way, 
    I yield my flickering torch to Thee;  
My heart restores its borrowed ray,  
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
    May brighter, fairer be. 
 

O Joy that seekest me through pain,  
    I cannot close my heart to Thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain  
And feel the promise is not vain,  
    That morn shall tearless be.  
 

O Cross that liftest up my head,  
    I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,  
And from the ground there blossoms red  
    Life that shall endless be.  
 

Words by George Matheson (1882). Music by Christopher Miner (1997) 
Words: PUBLIC DOMAIN; music: ©1997 Miner, Christopher  

 
 
 



 

Page 9 

GOD SPEAKS TO US  
The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God ’s Word  
a crucial means of growing and comforting God ’s people  
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER      
 

READING OF THE WORD 

 Philippians 2:19–30           
 

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, 
so that I too may be cheered by news of you. 20 For                   
I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned 
for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own interests, 
not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy’s 
proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served 
with me in the gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send him 
just as soon as I see how it will go with me, 24 and I trust 
in the Lord that shortly I myself will come also. 
 

25 I have thought it necessary to send to you 
Epaphroditus my brother and fellow worker and fellow 
soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, 
26 for he has been longing for you all and has been 
distressed because you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed 
he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, 
and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have 
sorrow upon sorrow. 28 I am the more eager to send 
him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him 
again, and that I may be less anxious. 29 So receive him 
in the Lord with all joy, and honor such men, 30 for he 
nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to 
complete what was lacking in your service to me.      

 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father,  
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 
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PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“Partners in the Gospel”   
 Pastor Nate Hitchcock        

 
SERMON NOTES:               
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PRAYER   
 

SONG OF RESPONSE    

Nothing but the Blood of Jesus       
 

What can wash away my sin? 
     Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
What can make me whole again? 
     Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
 

This is all my hope and peace, 
     Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
This is all my righteousness, 
     Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
 

Oh! precious is the flow 
That makes me white as snow;  
No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

 

For my cleansing this I see, 
     Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
For my pardon this my plea, 
     Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
 

Oh! precious is the flow 
That makes me white as snow;  
No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

 

Words and music by Robert Lowry (1876)   
PUBLIC DOMAIN  

 
 
 

GOD COMMUNES WITH US  
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus  
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.  
It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,  
and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.  

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER      
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CONFESSING OUR FAITH    

 The Apostles’ Creed       
 

P:  I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
     Maker of heaven and earth.  
 

 And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord;  
     Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
     born of the Virgin Mary,  
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, dead and buried;  
     He descended into hell;  
     The third day He rose again from the dead;  
     He ascended into heaven and sits on  
         the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
     from there He shall come to judge  
         the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
     the holy catholic church,  
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins,  
     the resurrection of the body  
     and the life everlasting. Amen.     
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   

Please come forward to receive the elements at the table, 
then return to your seats. Please HOLD elements until  
we can all partake TOGETHER. 
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SONG OF MEDITATION  

Jesus, Lover of My Soul    
 

Jesus, Lover of my soul, 
    Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
    While the tempest still is high.   
 

Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 
    Till life’s storm is past; 
Safe into the haven guide; 
    Receive my soul at last!  
 

Other refuge have I none; 
    I helpless hang on Thee; 
Leave, oh, leave me not alone, 
    Still support and comfort me.   
 

All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
    All help from Thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head 
    In the shadow of Thy wing.   
 

Thou, O Christ, are all I want; 
    Here more than all I find; 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,  
    Heal the sick and lead the blind.   
 

Just and holy is Thy name, 
    I’m all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am; 
    Thou full of truth and grace.   
 

Plenteous grace with Thee is found,  
    Grace to cover all my sin; 
Let the healing streams abound; 
    Make and keep me pure within.   
 

Thou of life the fountain art, 
    Let me take of Thee; 
Spring Thou up within my heart, 
    For all eternity.   
 

Words by Charles Wesley (1740). PUBLIC DOMAIN.   
Music by Greg Thompson  ©2000 Greg Thompson Music 
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GOD SENDS US 
We end by receiving God ’s promises to us as His people.  
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,  
to the end of all time .  
 

BENEDICTION  
 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.  

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050 
 

Scripture text from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  

©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A S C E N S I O N - P C A . O R G  

     

9:00AM: Discipleship Hour  
 

10:00AM: Worship Service  
(in-person & livestream) 

 
 

Meeting Address: 
   8224  220th Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 

Mailing Address: 
   P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046 

APC Office: 
   Mon & Wed & Fri  (9:00AM–5:00PM) 

(425) 286-8617 
office@ascension-pca.org 
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STAFF & LEADERSHIP  
 

PASTORS:   

   Rev. Nate Hitchcock  nate@ascension-pca.org 

   Rev. Austin Clement   austin@ascension-pca.org 
 

PASTOR EMERITUS: 

   Rev. Ed Volz     volz.edw@gmail.com  
 

PASTORAL INTERN: 

   Philip Suh     philipsuh@outlook.com  
 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

   Rina Kroes     office@ascension-pca.org 
 

ELDERS:  

   Bob Miller      bob@ascension-pca.org  

   Chris Sledge    chris@ascension-pca.org  

   Theo Vander Wel   theo@ascension-pca.org  
 

DEACONS:    

   Peter Contreras   peter@ascension-pca.org 

   Fred Wilson    fred@ascension-pca.org 

   Kyle Bartlett    kyle@ascension-pca.org   

   Mike Wheeler    mike@ascension-pca.org 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:     

   Leandra Howell    leandra.m.howell@gmail.com 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:   

   Monica Sledge    cmkesledge@gmail.com  
 

MEAL COORDINATOR:   

   Sheila Bloedow   s.bloedow@comcast.net  
 

NURSERY COORDINATOR:    

   Rebecca Wheeler   rwheeler2022@outlook.com  
 

 

A NOTE ABOUT GIVING 
Please make sure that checks are made out to  

Ascension Presbyterian Church   
and that any automatic payments are being sent  

to the P.O. Box mailing address listed. 

mailto:leandra.m.howell@gmail.com

