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April 24, 2022  

A  community  of worshipping,  maturing,   
and multiplying disciples of  Jesus Christ ,   

to the glory of God the Father,   
by the power of His Spirit ,   

and in  the hope of  God ’s Kingdom.  
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QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 

The essence of eternal life is not found  

    in having my sins forgiven,  

    in possessing a mansion in heaven,  

    or in having streets of gold on which to walk forever.  

Rather, the essence of eternal life  

    is intimately knowing God  

    and Jesus Christ whom He has sent. 

~ Milton Vincent    
 

Lord, grant us the grace and strength to grasp  

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  

    this love that ultimately surpasses all knowledge  

    but has been lavished on us…  

        … that in knowing something of that love,  

        we might be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 
  

PRAYER OF INVOCATION & ADORATION  
 
 

A WORD ABOUT OUR LITURGY   
 

The elements and sequence that make up  
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way  

we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,  
the grand story of the Triune God: 

 

the story of God pursuing a people  
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,  

and shaping them into His people for His glory. 
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GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.  
He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,  
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!      
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 1 Chronicles 16:8–10     

M:  Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon His name; 
     make known His deeds among the peoples! 
 Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 
     tell of all His wondrous works! 
 Glory in His holy name; 
     let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!   
 
 

SONGS OF PRAISE  

All Creatures of Our God and King    
 

All creatures of our God and King,  
Lift up your voice and with us sing,   
    O praise Him! Alleluia!   
Thou, burning sun with golden beam,   
Thou, silver moon with softer gleam,   
    O praise Him! O praise Him! 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   
 

Let all things their Creator bless,  
And worship Him in humbleness,  
    O praise Him! Alleluia!  
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,  
And praise the Spirit, Three-in-One,  
    O praise Him! O praise Him! 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

All the redeemed washed by His blood,  
Come and rejoice in His great love,   
    O praise Him! Alleluia!   
Christ has defeated every sin,  
Case all your burdens now on Him,   
    O praise Him! O praise Him! 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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He shall return in pow’r to reign, 
Heaven and earth will join to say,  
    O praise Him! Alleluia!  
Then who shall fall on bended knee?  
All creatures of our God and King,   
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
    Alleluia! Alleluia!  
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Original words (v. 1–2) by St. Francis of Assisi, translated by William Henry Draper (1926).  
Additional words (v. 3–4) by Jonathan Baird and Ryan Baird. 
16th Century German tune, adapted by Jonathan Baird and Ryan Baird.  
© 2013 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP). Sovereign Grace Music. 

 
 

Our Great God     
 

Eternal God, unchanging, 
    mysterious and unknown; 
Your boundless love, unfailing,  
    in grace and mercy shown. 
Bright seraphim in endless flight  
    around Your glorious throne; 
They raise their voices day and night  
    in praise to You alone. 
 

Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  
Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  

 

Lord, we are weak and frail,  
    helpless in the storm. 
Surround us with Your angels, 
    hold us in Your arms. 
Our cold and ruthless enemy, 
    his pleasure is our harm. 
Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee 
    before our Sovereign God. 
 

Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  
Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  

 



 

Page 5 

Let every creature in the sea  
    and every flying bird, 
Let every mountain, every field 
    and valley of the earth; 
Let all the moons and all the stars  
    in all the universe 
Sing praises to the living God 
    who rules them by His Word. 
 

Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  
Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  

 

Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  
Hallelujah!  Glory be to our great God!  

 

Words & music by Fernando Ortega and Mac Powell 
© 2002 New Spring, Dejamesolo Music, Curb Word Music  

 
 
 

GOD CLEANSES US 
We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.  
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this  
and invites honest expression before God.  
However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —  
He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.  
God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves  
before Him in Christ Jesus.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING   
 Jeremiah 24:1–10             
 

1 After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken into exile 
from Jerusalem Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
together with the officials of Judah, the craftsmen, and the 
metal workers, and had brought them to Babylon, the LORD 
showed me this vision: behold, two baskets of figs placed 
before the temple of the LORD. 2 One basket had very good 
figs, like first-ripe figs, but the other basket had very bad figs, 
so bad that they could not be eaten. 3 And the LORD said to 
me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” I said, “Figs, the good figs 
very good, and the bad figs very bad, so bad that they cannot 
be eaten.” 
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4 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 5 “Thus says 
the LORD, the God of Israel: Like these good figs, so I will 
regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I have sent away 
from this place to the land of the Chaldeans. 6 I will set my 
eyes on them for good, and I will bring them back to this land. 
I will build them up, and not tear them down; I will plant 
them, and not pluck them up. 7 I will give them a heart to 
know that I am the LORD, and they shall be My people and                    
I will be their God, for they shall return to Me with their                 
whole heart. 
 

8 “But thus says the LORD: Like the bad figs that are so bad 
they cannot be eaten, so will I treat Zedekiah the king of 
Judah, his officials, the remnant of Jerusalem who remain in 
this land, and those who dwell in the land of Egypt. 9 I will 
make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a 
reproach, a byword, a taunt, and a curse in all the places 
where I shall drive them. 10 And I will send sword, famine, and 
pestilence upon them, until they shall be utterly destroyed 
from the land that I gave to them and their fathers.” 
 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

P:  God of our salvation, what could we ever give to You  
 in return for Your greatest gift:  
     Your own dear Son? 
 

 He is our peace and our salvation,  
     our Redeemer, our substitute.  
 He stooped low to raise us up —  
     was born like us that we might become like Him.  
 He united Deity to humanity,  
     the Creator become created,  
      so that one day we might shed our sinful flesh  
         and be remade in His likeness.  
 He worked out a perfect righteousness,  
     which was given to us,  
     so that we can draw near to You.  
 When we cannot rise to Him,  
     He draws close and lifts us up to Himself. 
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 O God, this is good news,  
     and yet we often live without joy in our salvation.  
 Instead we find joy in your good gifts  
     without lifting our hearts to worship You,  
         the Giver of all good things.  
 We prostitute our hearts daily;  
     our attention and admiration are easily bought  
         for a moment of pleasure and escape. 
 

 O God, have mercy on us.  
 Forgive us for the sin that remains in us. 
 

 Holy Spirit, enlarge our hearts  
     to celebrate this good news.  
 Settle our hope and our peace in the love of Christ 
      and make His throne the pleasure ground  
         of our souls. 
 

 In Christ’s great name we pray, amen.  

 

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 
In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God  
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness  
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
 Proverbs 28:13, 1 Peter 1:3           

M:  He who conceals his sins does not prosper,  
 but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy.  
 

P:  Blessed be the God and Father 
     of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 According to His great mercy, 
     He has caused us to be born again 
         to a living hope 
     through the resurrection 
         of Jesus Christ from the dead...   
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SONG OF ASSURANCE    

I Will Glory in My Redeemer     
 

I will glory in my Redeemer, 
Whose priceless blood has ransomed me.  
Mine was the sin that drove the bitter nails,  
And hung Him on that judgment tree.  
 

I will glory in my Redeemer,  
Who crushed the power of sin and death.  
My only Savior before the Holy Judge:  
The Lamb who is my righteousness,  
The Lamb who is my righteousness. 

 

I will glory in my Redeemer. 
My life He bought, my love He owns.  
I have no longings for another,  
I’m satisfied in Him alone. 
 

I will glory in my Redeemer,  
His faithfulness, my standing place.  
Though foes are mighty and rush upon me,  
My feet are firm, held by His grace,  
My feet are firm, held by His grace.  

 

I will glory in my Redeemer, 
Who carries me on eagles ’ wings. 
He crowns my life with loving kindness,  
His triumph song I ’ll ever sing. 
 

I will glory in my Redeemer,  
Who waits for me at gates of gold.  
And when He calls me it will be paradise,  
His face forever to behold,  
His face forever to behold. 

 
Words and music by Steve & Vikki Cook 
© 2001 Sovereign Grace Worship  
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) 
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GOD SPEAKS TO US  
The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God ’s Word  
a crucial means of growing and comforting God ’s people  
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION       
 

READING OF THE WORD 

 Philippians 3:1–11    
1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same 
things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. 
 

2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out               
for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, 
who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and 
put no confidence in the flesh — 4 though I myself have reason 
for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has 
reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised 
on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;             
6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted 
as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as 
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things            
and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
9 and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith — 
10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection,          
and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, 
11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead. 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father,  
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 
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SERMON NOTES:               
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PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“Gospel Joy”   
 Pastor Nate Hitchcock           

 
 

PRAYER   
 
 

GIVING TO THE LORD  

 Psalm 116:12    

What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits to me? 
 
 

SONG OF THANKSGIVING 

Yet Not I, But Through Christ in Me      
 

What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer;  
There is no more for heaven now to give.  
He is my joy, my righteousness and freedom,  
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.  
 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus; 
For my life is wholly bound to His.  
Oh how strange and divine,  
I can sing: all is mine! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.  

 

The night is dark, but I am not forsaken;  
For by my side the Saviour He will stay.  
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing,  
For in my need His power is displayed.  
 

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me;  
Through the deepest valley He will lead.  
Oh, the night has been won,  
And I shall overcome. 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.  

 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven;  
The future sure, the price it has been paid.  
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon,  
And He was raised to overthrow the grave.  
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To this I hold, my sin has been defeated;  
Jesus now and ever is my plea. 
Oh, the chains are released,  
I can sing: I am free! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.  

 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus;  
For He has said that He will bring me home.  
And day by day I know He will renew me,  
Until I stand with joy before the throne.  
 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus;  
All the glory evermore to Him. 
When the race is complete,  
Still my lips shall repeat: 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.  
 

When the race is complete,  
Still my lips shall repeat: 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.  

 

Words and music by Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, Rich Thompson 
© 2018 CityAlight Music, Farren Love And War Publishing, Integrity's Alleluia! Music  
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 

 
 
 

GOD COMMUNES WITH US  
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus  
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.  
It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,  
and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.  
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER      
 

PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER     

 The Nicene Creed      
  

 We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth,  
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
     the only-begotten Son of God,  
 begotten of His Father before all worlds;  
     God of God, Light of Light,  
     very God of very God,  
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     begotten, not made,  
     being of one substance with the Father,  
     by whom all things were made;  
 who, for us and for our salvation,  
     came down from heaven  
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit  
         of the virgin Mary and was made man;  
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered and was buried;  
 and the third day He rose again,  
     according to the Scriptures,  
 and ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of the Father;  
 and He shall come again, with glory,  
 to judge both the living and the dead;   
 whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 

 And we believe in the Holy Spirit,  
     the Lord and Giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
     is worshiped and glorified; 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 

 And we believe in one holy catholic  
     and apostolic Church; 
 we acknowledge one baptism  
     for the remission of sins; 
 and we look for the resurrection of the dead  
     and the life of the world to come.      
 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.  
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   

Please come forward to receive the elements from the elders  
at the table, then return to your seats. Please HOLD elements  
until we can all partake TOGETHER. 

 

PRAYER  /  MEDITATION 
 
 
 

GOD SENDS US 
We end by receiving God ’s promises to us as His people.  
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,  
to the end of all time .  
 

BENEDICTION  
May the Grace of Christ our Savior     

 

May the grace of Christ our Savior,  
And the Father ’s boundless love, 
With the Holy Spirit’s favor, 
Rest upon us from above. 
 

Thus may we abide in union 
With each other and the Lord,  
And possess, in sweet communion,  
Joys which earth cannot afford. 
 
 

Words by  John Newton (1770).  Music by Asahel Nettleton (1825). 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050 
 

Scripture text from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  

©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A S C E N S I O N - P C A . O R G  

     

9:00AM: Discipleship Hour  
 

10:00AM: Worship Service  
(in-person & livestream) 

 
 

Meeting Address: 
   8224  220th Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 

Mailing Address: 
   P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046 

APC Office: 
   Mon & Wed & Fri  (9:00AM–5:00PM) 

(425) 286-8617 
office@ascension-pca.org 



 

Page 16 

STAFF & LEADERSHIP  
 

PASTORS:   

   Rev. Nate Hitchcock  nate@ascension-pca.org 

   Rev. Austin Clement   austin@ascension-pca.org 
 

PASTOR EMERITUS: 

   Rev. Ed Volz     volz.edw@gmail.com  
 

PASTORAL INTERN: 

   Philip Suh     philipsuh@outlook.com  
 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

   Rina Kroes     office@ascension-pca.org 
 

ELDERS:  

   Bob Miller      bob@ascension-pca.org  

   Chris Sledge    chris@ascension-pca.org  

   Theo Vander Wel   theo@ascension-pca.org  
 

DEACONS:    

   Peter Contreras   peter@ascension-pca.org 

   Fred Wilson    fred@ascension-pca.org 

   Kyle Bartlett    kyle@ascension-pca.org   

   Mike Wheeler    mike@ascension-pca.org 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:     

   Leandra Howell    leandra.m.howell@gmail.com 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:   

   Monica Sledge    cmkesledge@gmail.com  
 

MEAL COORDINATOR:   

   Sheila Bloedow   s.bloedow@comcast.net  
 

NURSERY COORDINATOR:    

   Rebecca Wheeler   rwheeler2022@outlook.com  
 

 

A NOTE ABOUT GIVING 
Please make sure that checks are made out to  

Ascension Presbyterian Church   
and that any automatic payments are being sent  

to the P.O. Box mailing address listed. 

mailto:leandra.m.howell@gmail.com

