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September 18, 2022  

A  community  of worshipping,  maturing,   
and multiplying disciples of  Jesus Christ ,   

to the glory of God the Father,   
by the power of His Spirit ,   

and in  the hope of  God ’s Kingdom.  
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WELCOME TO ASCENSION! 
Thank you for joining us for worship today.  

 

We are delighted that you are here,  
especially if this is your first time with us. 

 
 

• Connect Cards: We would love to know that you were 
here this morning and encourage you to fill in a Connect 
Cards so that we can follow up with you, answer your 
questions, or pray for you. We also invite you to join us                 
for refreshments and conversation after the service. 

• To Parents of Young Children: We have a staffed 
nursery for babies to age 3 across the hallway.                            
We encourage younger children to remain with us and 
participate during the service. They are not a distraction! 
Feel free to sit up front where your child can more easily 
see and hear what is happening. 

• Bibles: If you don’t have a copy of God’s Word, please 
help yourself to one of the free Bibles as our gift to you         
to take home.  

• APC @ a Glance: Please feel free to join us for any                      
of our weekly events and fellowship opportunities.                     
More information can be found on the blue sheets                        
on the welcome table.  

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050 
 

Scripture text from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  

©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 

Almighty One! I bend in dust before Thee;  

    even so veiled cherubs bend; 

In calm and still devotion I adore Thee,  

    all-wise, all-present Friend! 

Thou to the earth its emerald robes hast given,  

    or curtained it in snow; 

And the bright sun, and the soft moon in heaven,  

    before Thy presence bow. 
 

Eternity! Eternity! How solemn,  

    how terrible the sound! 

Here leaning on Thy promises — a column  

    of strength — may I be found. 

O, let my heart be ever Thine, while beating,  

    as when ‘twill cease to beat! 

Be Thou my portion, till that awful meeting,  

    when I my God shall greet!   

~ Sir John Bowring         
 
 

 

Joyfully worshipping together  
as the family of God,  

with reverence and awe,  
mindful of our heritage  

as well as our present context.    
 
 

A WORD ABOUT OUR LITURGY   
 

The elements and sequence that make up  
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way  

we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,  
the grand story of the Triune God: 

 

the story of God pursuing a people  
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,  

and shaping them into His people for His glory. 
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GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.  
He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,  
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!      
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 Psalm 27:6, 104:33–34        
M: Offer in the LORD’s tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;  
     sing and make melody to Him!  
 

P: We will sing to the LORD as long as we live;  
     we will sing praise to our God while we have being.  
 May our meditation be pleasing to Him,  
     for we rejoice in the LORD.  
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION & ADORATION  
 

SONGS OF PRAISE  

Psalm 89    
 

Lord, the heavens praise Your wonders,  
    Angels sing Your faithfulness. 
For none matches God in heaven,  
    Who’s like God in heaven’s throng? 
 

God is feared among the angels,  
    He’s more awesome than they all. 
Lord, O God of hosts, who ’s like You? 
    Mighty God, You’re bound with truth. 
 

You rule o ’er the sea’s proud surging; 
    When its waves rise, bid them still.  
You rule nations, they do Your bidding;  
    Your strong arm disperses foes. 
 

Yours the heavens, earth ’s bounds also; 
    You have founded all the world. 
North and south You have created;  
    All creation sings Your praise. 
 

You’ve an arm that ’s great in power; 
    Your strong hand is all supreme.  
Your rule’s based on right and justice,  
    Cov’nant love and truth are Yours. 
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They are happy who acclaim You;  
    In Your favor, Lord, they walk. 
In Your Name rejoicing ever; 
    In Your righteousness raised high.  
 

Words from The Trinity Psalter.  Music by Ludwig van Beethoven (1824).  
Words: ©2012 Crown and Covenant Publications.   Music: PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy!    
 

Holy, holy, holy! 
    Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning 
    our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! 
    Merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, 
    blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! 
    All the saints adore Thee,  
Casting down their golden crowns   
    around the glassy sea. 
Cherubim and seraphim  
    falling down before Thee, 
Who wert, and art,  
    and evermore shall be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! 
    Though the darkness hide Thee,  
Though the eye of sinful man  
    Thy glory may not see. 
Only Thou art holy;  
    there is none beside Thee,  
Perfect in pow ’r,  
    in love, and purity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! 
    Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name   
    in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! 
    Merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons,  
    blessed Trinity! 
God in three Persons,  
    blessed Trinity! 
 

Words by Reginald Heber (1783–1826).  
Music by John B. Dykes (1861) 
PUBLIC DOMAIN  
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Behold our God    
 

Who has held the oceans in His hands?  
Who has numbered every grain of sand?  
Kings and nations tremble at His voice.  
All creation rises to rejoice. 
 

Behold our God, seated on His throne.  
    Come, let us adore Him. 
Behold our King! Nothing can compare.  
    Come let us adore Him! 

 

Who has given counsel to the Lord?  
Who can question any of His words?  
Who can teach the One who knows all things?  
Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds?  
 

Behold our God, seated on His throne.  
    Come, let us adore Him. 
Behold our King! Nothing can compare.  
    Come let us adore Him! 

 

Who has felt the nails upon His hands,  
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man?  
God eternal, humbled to the grave,  
Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign!  
 

Behold our God, seated on His throne.  
    Come, let us adore Him. 
Behold our King! Nothing can compare.  
    Come let us adore Him! 

 

Words and music by 
Jonathan Baird, Meghan Baird, Ryan Baird, Stephen Altrogge  
© 2011 Sovereign Grace Praise  

 
 
 
 

GOD CLEANSES US 
We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.  
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this  
and invites honest expression before God.  
However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —  
He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.  
God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves  
before Him in Christ Jesus.  
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NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING   
 John 12:12–26          

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took 
branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, crying 
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of                          
the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young 
donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 
 

15  “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
 behold, your king is coming, 
     sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but 
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these 
things had been written about Him and had been done to 
Him. 17 The crowd that had been with Him when He called 
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 
continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went 
to meet Him was that they heard He had done this sign.  
19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you  
are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him.” 
 

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast 
were some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly,  
I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth  
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life  
in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves 
Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there will My 
servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor 
him.”       

 
 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

 adapted from John 14:9 & Matthew 13:13–17          
P:  Heavenly Father, have mercy on us. 
 We have seen Your Son, but our eyes are dim. 
 We have heard Him, but our ears are dull. 
 We have known Him, but our hearts are faint. 
 Comfort and pride blind us. 
 Lusts and fears deafen us. 
 Careless hearts deaden us. 
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 So we hear, but we do not understand. 
 And we see, but we do not perceive. 
 Have mercy on us and heal us. 
 Give us eyes to see and ears to hear 
 the Christ, the Son of God. 
 Amen.    
 

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 
In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God  
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness  
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer.  

 
 

PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS    
 from Acts 16:3 & Romans 4:25       
M: Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.  
 For He was delivered over to death for our sins  
 and was raised to life for our justification.  
 In Him our sins are forgiven.     
 
 

SONG OF ASSURANCE    

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go    
 

O Love that will not let me go,  
I rest my weary soul in Thee;  
I give Thee back the life I owe,  
That in Thine ocean depths its flow  
May richer, fuller be. 
 

O Light that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to Thee;  
My heart restores its borrowed ray,  
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be.  
 

O Joy that seekest me through pain,  
I cannot close my heart to Thee;  
I trace the rainbow through the rain  
And feel the promise is not vain,  
That morn shall tearless be.  
 

O Cross that liftest up my head  
I dare not ask to fly from Thee;  
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red  
Life that shall endless be.  
 

Words by George Matheson (1882). Music by Christopher Miner (1997) 
Words: PUBLIC DOMAIN. Music © 1997 Miner, Christopher  
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GOD SPEAKS TO US  
The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God ’s Word  
a crucial means of growing and comforting God ’s people  
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.  
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
 
 

READING OF THE WORD 

 Zechariah 1:18 – 2:13        
18 And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four horns! 
19 And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are 
these?” And he said to me, “These are the horns that have 
scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” 20 Then the LORD 
showed me four craftsmen. 21 And I said, “What are these 
coming to do?” He said, “These are the horns that 
scattered Judah, so that no one raised his head.  
And these have come to terrify them, to cast down  
the horns of the nations who lifted up their horns  
against the land of Judah to scatter it.” 
 
1 And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a man with  
a measuring line in his hand! 2 Then I said, “Where are you 
going?” And he said to me, “To measure Jerusalem, to see 
what is its width and what is its length.” 3 And behold,  
the angel who talked with me came forward, and another 
angel came forward to meet him 4 and said to him,  
“Run, say to that young man, ‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited 
as villages without walls, because of the multitude of 
people and livestock in it. 5 And I will be to her a wall  
of fire all around, declares the LORD, and I will be  
the glory in her midst.’” 
 

6 Up! Up! Flee from the land of the north, declares 
the LORD. For I have spread you abroad as the four winds 
of the heavens, declares the LORD. 7 Up! Escape to Zion, 
you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon.  
8 For thus said the LORD of hosts, after His glory sent  
me to the nations who plundered you, for He who 
touches you touches the apple of His eye: 9 “Behold,  
I will shake My hand over them, and they shall become 
plunder for those who served them. Then you will know 
that the LORD of hosts has sent Me. 10 Sing and rejoice,  
O daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell  
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in your midst, declares the LORD. 11 And many nations 
shall join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall  
be My people. And I will dwell in your midst, and you  
shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you. 
12 And the LORD will inherit Judah as His portion  
in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem.” 
 

13 Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for He has roused 
Himself from His holy dwelling.   
 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father,  
    and to the Son, 
    and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
    is now and ever shall be, 
    world without end. 
Amen, Amen. 

 
 

PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“In our Midst”   
  Pastor Nate Hitchcock     

 
 

PRAYER   
 
 

SERMON NOTES:               
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GIVING TO THE LORD  

 from Acts 16:3 & Romans 4:25              

Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.  
For He was delivered over to death for our sins  
and was raised to life for our justification.  
In Him our sins are forgiven.    

 
 

SONG OF THANKSGIVING 

 

Let Your Kingdom Come     
 

Your glorious cause, O God, 
    engages our hearts. 
May Jesus Christ be known 
    wherever we are. 
We ask not for ourselves, 
    but for Your renown. 
The cross has saved us so we pray:  
    “Your kingdom come!”  
 

Let Your kingdom come, 
Let Your will be done, 
So that everyone might know Your Name.  
 

Let Your song be heard 
Everywhere on earth, 
Till Your sovereign work on earth is done.  
Let Your kingdom come! 

 

Give us Your strength, O God,  
    and courage to speak. 
Perform Your wondrous deeds 
    through those who are weak. 
Lord, use us as You want, 
    whatever the test; 
By grace we’ll preach Your Gospel 
    ‘till our dying breath.  
 

Let Your kingdom come, 
Let Your will be done, 
So that everyone might know Your Name.  
 

Let Your song be heard 
Everywhere on earth, 
Till Your sovereign work on earth is done.  
Let Your kingdom come! 

 

Words and music by Bob Kauflin 
Based on The Valley of Vision prayer “God’s Cause”. 
© 2006 Sovereign Grace Praise   
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COMMUNES WITH US  
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus  
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.  
It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,  
and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.  
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER      
 
 

CONFESSING OUR FAITH TOGETHER      

 The Apostles’ Creed  
 

P:  I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
     Maker of heaven and earth.  
 

 And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord;  
     who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
     and born of the Virgin Mary.  
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, dead and buried;  
     He descended into hell.  
     The third day He rose again from the dead.  
     He ascended into heaven  
     and sits on the right hand of God  
         the Father Almighty;  
     from there He shall come to judge  
         the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
     the holy catholic church,  
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins,  
     the resurrection of the body,  
     and the life everlasting. Amen.    
 
 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.  
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   

Please come forward to receive the elements from the elders  
at the table, then return to your seats. Please HOLD elements  
until we can all partake TOGETHER. 

 
 

PRAYER |  MEDITATION 
 
 
 
 

GOD SENDS US 
We end by receiving God ’s promises to us as His people.  
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,  
to the end of all time .  
 
 

BENEDICTION  
 Romans 15:13         
M: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  
  so that by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 you may abound in hope.   
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ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A S C E N S I O N - P C A . O R G  

     

9:00AM: Discipleship Hour  
 

10:00AM: Worship Service  
(in-person & livestream) 

 
 

Meeting Address: 
   8224  220th Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 

Mailing Address: 
   P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046 

APC Office: 
   Mon & Wed & Fri  (9:00AM–5:00PM) 

(425) 286-8617   office@ascension-pca.org 
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STAFF & LEADERSHIP 
 

PASTORS:   

   Rev. Nate Hitchcock  nate@ascension-pca.org 

   Rev. Austin Clement  austin@ascension-pca.org 
 

PASTOR EMERITUS: 

   Rev. Ed Volz    volz.edw@gmail.com  
 

PASTORAL INTERN: 

   Philip Suh     philipsuh@outlook.com  
 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

   Rina Kroes     office@ascension-pca.org 
 

ELDERS:  

   Bob Miller     bob@ascension-pca.org  

   Chris Sledge    chris@ascension-pca.org  

   Theo Vander Wel  theo@ascension-pca.org  
 

DEACONS:    

   Peter Contreras  peter@ascension-pca.org 

   Fred Wilson    fred@ascension-pca.org 

   Kyle Bartlett   kyle@ascension-pca.org   

   Mike Wheeler   mike@ascension-pca.org 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:   

   Monica Sledge    cmkesledge@gmail.com  
 

MEAL COORDINATOR:   

   Sheila Bloedow   s.bloedow@comcast.net 
 

NURSERY COORDINATOR:    

   Rebecca Wheeler   rwheeler2022@outlook.com  

 

A NOTE ABOUT GIVING 
Please make sure that checks are made out to  

Ascension Presbyterian Church  

and that any automatic payments are being sent  

to the P.O. Box mailing address listed. 


