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September 25, 2022  

A  community  of worshipping,  maturing,   
and multiplying disciples of  Jesus Christ ,   

to the glory of God the Father,   
by the power of His Spirit ,   

and in  the hope of  God ’s Kingdom.  
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WELCOME TO ASCENSION! 
Thank you for joining us for worship today.  

 

We are delighted that you are here,  
especially if this is your first time with us. 

 
 

Connect Cards: We would love to know that you were 
here this morning and encourage you to fill in a Connect 
Cards so that we can follow up with you, answer your 
questions, or pray for you. We also invite you to join us                 
for refreshments and conversation after the service. 

To Parents of Young Children: We have a staffed 
nursery for babies to age 3 across the hallway.                            
We encourage younger children to remain with us and 
participate during the service. They are not a distraction! 
Feel free to sit up front where your child can more easily 
see and hear what is happening. 

Bibles: If you don’t have a copy of God’s Word, please 
help yourself to one of the free Bibles as our gift to you         
to take home.  

APC @ a Glance: Please feel free to join us for any                      
of our weekly events and fellowship opportunities.                     
More information can be found on the blue sheets                        
on the welcome table.  

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050 
 

Scripture text from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  

©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 

Thou art the Lord who slept upon the pillow,  

Thou art the Lord who soothed the furious sea,  

What matters beating wind and tossing billow,  

if only we are in the boat with Thee? 
 

Hold us quiet through the age-long minute 

While Thou art silent and the wind is shrill; 

Can the boat sink while Thou, dear Lord, are in it?  

Can the heart faint that waiteth on Thy will?  
 

~ Amy Carmichael         

 
 

 

Joyfully worshipping together  
as the family of God,  

with reverence and awe,  
mindful of our heritage  

as well as our present context.    
 
 

A WORD ABOUT OUR LITURGY   
 

The elements and sequence that make up  
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way  

we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,  
the grand story of the Triune God: 

 

the story of God pursuing a people  
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,  

and shaping them into His people for His glory. 
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GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.  
He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,  
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!      
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 from Psalm 121         
M: We lift up our eyes to the hills. 
     From where does our help come? 
 Our help comes from the LORD, 
     who made heaven and earth. 
 

 He will not let our feet be moved; 
     He who keeps us will not slumber. 
 Behold, He who keeps Israel 
     will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

 The LORD is your keeper; 
     the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
 The sun shall not strike you by day, 
     nor the moon by night. 
 

 The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
     He will keep your life. 
 The LORD will keep 
     your going out and your coming in 
     from this time forth and forevermore.    
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION & ADORATION  
 

SONGS OF PRAISE  

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty     
 

Praise to the Lord,   
    the Almighty, the King of creation!  
O my soul, praise Him, for He is  
    thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;  
    join me in glad adoration! 
 

Praise to the Lord,  
    who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea,  
    so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e ’er have been 
    granted in what He ordaineth?  
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Praise to the Lord,  
    who with marvelous wisdom hath made thee,  
Decked thee with health and with  
    loving hand guided and stayed thee.  
How oft in grief hath not He brought thee relief  
    spreading His wings to o ’ershade thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord,  
    O let all that is in me adore Him!  
All that hath life and breath,  
    come now with praises before Him.  
Let the amen sound from His people again,  
    gladly fore’er we adore Him! 
 

Words by Joachim Neander (1680); tr. by Catherine Winkworth (1863) 
Music from Straslund Gesangbuch (1665) 
PUBLIC DOMAIN  

 
 

Behold our God    
 

Who has held the oceans in His hands?  
Who has numbered every grain of sand?  
Kings and nations tremble at His voice.  
All creation rises to rejoice. 
 

Behold our God, seated on His throne.  
    Come, let us adore Him. 
Behold our King! Nothing can compare.  
    Come let us adore Him! 

 

Who has given counsel to the Lord?  
Who can question any of His words?  
Who can teach the One who knows all things?  
Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds?  
 

Behold our God, seated on His throne.  
    Come, let us adore Him. 
Behold our King! Nothing can compare.  
    Come let us adore Him! 

 

Who has felt the nails upon His hands,  
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man?  
God eternal, humbled to the grave,  
Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign!  
 

Behold our God, seated on His throne.  
    Come, let us adore Him. 
Behold our King! Nothing can compare.  
    Come let us adore Him! 

 

Words and music by 
Jonathan Baird, Meghan Baird, Ryan Baird, Stephen Altrogge  
© 2011 Sovereign Grace Praise  
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Come, Holy One 
 

Hasten now, 
    O loving Lord to us. 
        We’re thirsty. 
Fill these souls, 
    Spirit, every hour. 
        We need Thee. 
 

Come, come Holy One,  
    Come meet us. 
All, all for Your glory,   
        Lord Jesus. 

 

Lead us on, 
    the perfect path O Lord, 
        and may we 
sin no more. 
    This spotless bride, the Church, 
        is Yours. 
 

Come, come Holy One,  
    Come meet us. 
All, all for Your glory,   
        Lord Jesus. 
 

Come, come Holy One,  
    Come meet us. 
All, all for Your glory,   
        Lord Jesus. 

 

Words and music by Eric J. Marshall 
© 2016 Scot Family Reunion Songs (BMI)  

 
 
 

GOD CLEANSES US 
We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.  
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this  
and invites honest expression before God.  
However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —  
He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.  
God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves  
before Him in Christ Jesus.  
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NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING   
 John 12:27–50          

27 “Now is My soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, 
save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come           
to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 
29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had 
thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.”  
30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not 
Mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler 
of this world be cast out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all people to Myself.” 33 He said this to 
show by what kind of death He was going to die. 34 So the 
crowd answered Him, “We have heard from the Law that           
the Christ remains forever. How can You say that the Son of 
Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 So Jesus 
said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. 
Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. 
The one who walks in the darkness does not know where              
he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, 
that you may become sons of light.” 
 

When Jesus had said these things, He departed and hid 
Himself from them. 37 Though He had done so many signs 
before them, they still did not believe in Him, 38 so that                   
the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 

 “Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, 
     and to whom has the arm of the Lord  
     been revealed?” 

 

39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 
 

40  “He has blinded their eyes 
     and hardened their heart, 
 lest they see with their eyes, 
     and understand with their heart, and turn, 
     and I would heal them.” 
 

41 Isaiah said these things because he saw His glory and 
spoke of Him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities 
believed in Him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did                 
not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the 
synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man 
more than the glory that comes from God. 
 
44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in Me, 
believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me. 45 And whoever 
sees Me sees Him who sent Me. 46 I have come into the world 
as light, so that whoever believes in Me may not remain in 
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darkness. 47 If anyone hears My words and does not keep 
them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the 
world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects Me               
and does not receive My words has a judge; the word that               
I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 49 For I have            
not spoken on My own authority, but the Father who sent 
Me has Himself given Me a commandment — what to say 
and what to speak. 50 And I know that His commandment              
is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father                   
has told Me.”         

 
 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 
P:  Almighty God, 
 We have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
 We have followed too much the desires  
     of our own hearts. 
 We have not walked in Your holy ways. 
 

 O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Forgive, O God, those who confess their sin. 
 Restore those who are penitent, 
     according to your promises declared  
     in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 And grant, most merciful Father, for His sake 
     that we may live a godly and righteous life. 
 To the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.    
 
 

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 
In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God  
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness  
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer.  

 
 

PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS    
M: Take comfort in the assurance that even those things  
     that are hidden from memory,  
     or are too deep for our words,  
         are not beyond God’s forgiving love.  
 God, who knows us completely,  
     bestows pardon and peace  
     through Christ Jesus, our Lord.     
 

P: Thanks be to God.   
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SONG OF ASSURANCE    

Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners!     
 

Jesus, what a Friend for sinners!  
    Jesus, lover of my soul; 
Friends may fail me, foes assail me,  
    He, my Savior, makes me whole. 
 

Hallelujah! what a Savior! 
Hallelujah! what a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving,  
He is with me to the end. 

 

Jesus! What a strength in weakness!  
    Let me hide myself in Him. 
Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing,  
    He, my strength, my victory wins.  
 

Hallelujah! what a Savior! 
Hallelujah! what a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving,  
He is with me to the end. 

 

Jesus, I do now receive Him,   
    More than all in Him I find; 
He hath granted me forgiveness,  
    I am His, and He is mine. 
 

Hallelujah! what a Savior! 
Hallelujah! what a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving,  
He is with me to the end. 

 

Words by J. Wilbur Chapman (1910).  
Music by Rowland H. Pritchard (1855) 
PUBLIC DOMAIN  

 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US  
The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God ’s Word  
a crucial means of growing and comforting God ’s people  
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.  
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
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READING OF THE WORD 

 Zechariah 2:1–13        
 
1 And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a man with  
a measuring line in his hand! 2 Then I said, “Where are you 
going?” And he said to me, “To measure Jerusalem, to see 
what is its width and what is its length.” 3 And behold,  
the angel who talked with me came forward, and another 
angel came forward to meet him 4 and said to him,  
“Run, say to that young man, ‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited 
as villages without walls, because of the multitude of 
people and livestock in it. 5 And I will be to her a wall  
of fire all around, declares the LORD, and I will be  
the glory in her midst.’” 
 

6 Up! Up! Flee from the land of the north, declares 
the LORD. For I have spread you abroad as the four winds 
of the heavens, declares the LORD. 7 Up! Escape to Zion, 
you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon.  
8 For thus said the LORD of hosts, after His glory sent  
me to the nations who plundered you, for He who 
touches you touches the apple of His eye: 9 “Behold,  
I will shake My hand over them, and they shall become 
plunder for those who served them. Then you will know 
that the LORD of hosts has sent Me. 10 Sing and rejoice,  
O daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell  
in your midst, declares the LORD. 11 And many nations 
shall join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall  
be My people. And I will dwell in your midst, and you  
shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you. 
12 And the LORD will inherit Judah as His portion  
in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem.” 
 

13 Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for He has roused 
Himself from His holy dwelling.   
 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father,  
    and to the Son, 
    and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
    is now and ever shall be, 
    world without end. 
Amen, Amen. 
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PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“In Our Midst, Part 2”   
  Pastor Nate Hitchcock     

 
 

PRAYER   
 
 

SERMON NOTES:               
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GIVING TO THE LORD  

 Psalm 116:12               

What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits to me?    
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SONG OF THANKSGIVING 

How High and How Wide     
 

No eye has seen,  
    and no ear has heard, 
And no mind has ever conceived,  
The glorious things  
    that You have prepared 
For everyone who has believed;  
 

You brought us near and You called us Your own,  
And made us joint heirs with Your Son.  
 

How high and how wide, 
How deep and how long, 
How sweet and how strong is Your love;  
How lavish Your grace, 
How faithful Your ways, 
How great is Your love, O Lord?  

 

Objects of mercy 
    who should have known wrath, 
We’re filled with unspeakable joy. 
Riches of wisdom,  
    unsearchable wealth, 
And the wonder of knowing Your voice.  
 

You are our Treasure and our great Reward,  
Our Hope and our glorious King.  
 

How high and how wide, 
How deep and how long, 
How sweet and how strong is Your love;  
How lavish Your grace, 
How faithful Your ways, 
How great is Your love, O Lord?  

 

Words and music by Mark Altrogge (1990) 
© 1991 Integrity's Praise! Music, Sovereign Grace Praise 

 
 
 

COMMUNES WITH US  
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus  
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.  
It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,  
and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.  
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER      
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CONFESSING OUR FAITH TOGETHER      

 Romans 8:11, 16–17, 31–32, 35a, 37–39   
 

M: If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead      
dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from                     
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit who dwells in you.  

 

P: The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit                 
that we are children of God, and if children,                        
then heirs  — heirs of God and fellow heirs  

 with Christ, provided we suffer with Him  
 in order that we may also be glorified with Him.  
 

M: What then shall we say to these things?                                            
If God is for us, who can be against us?                                          
He who did not spare His own Son  

 but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also  
 with Him graciously give us all things?   
 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  
 

P: For I am sure that neither death nor life,  
 nor angels nor rulers, nor things present  
 nor things to come, nor powers, nor height  
 nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,  
 will be able to separate us from the love of God  
 in Christ Jesus.    
 
 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.  

 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   

Please come forward to receive the elements from the elders  
at the table, then return to your seats. Please HOLD elements  
until we can all partake TOGETHER. 

 
 

PRAYER |  MEDITATION 
 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  
 

When I survey the wondrous cross,  
    on which the Prince of Glory died,  
My richest gain I count but loss,  
    and pour contempt on all my pride.  
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Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,  
    save in the death of Christ my God:  
All the vain things that charm me most,  
    I sacrifice them to His blood.  
 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet,  
    sorrow and love flow mingled down.  
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
    or thorns compose so rich a crown?  
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
    that were an offering far too small.  
Love so amazing, so divine,  
    demands my soul, my life, my all.  

 

Words by Isaac Watts (1707, 1709).  
Gregorian Chant; arranged by Lowell Mason (1824) 
PUBLIC DOMAIN   

 
 
 

GOD SENDS US 
We end by receiving God ’s promises to us as His people.  
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,  
to the end of all time .  
 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

 

ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A S C E N S I O N - P C A . O R G  

     

9:00AM: Discipleship Hour  
 

10:00AM: Worship Service  
(in-person & livestream) 

 
 

Meeting Address: 
   8224  220th Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 

Mailing Address: 
   P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046 

APC Office: 
   Mon & Wed & Fri  (9:00AM–5:00PM) 

(425) 286-8617   office@ascension-pca.org 
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STAFF & LEADERSHIP 
 

PASTORS:   

   Rev. Nate Hitchcock  nate@ascension-pca.org 

   Rev. Austin Clement  austin@ascension-pca.org 
 

PASTOR EMERITUS: 

   Rev. Ed Volz    volz.edw@gmail.com  
 

PASTORAL INTERN: 

   Philip Suh     philipsuh@outlook.com  
 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

   Rina Kroes     office@ascension-pca.org 
 

ELDERS:  

   Bob Miller     bob@ascension-pca.org  

   Chris Sledge    chris@ascension-pca.org  

   Theo Vander Wel  theo@ascension-pca.org  
 

DEACONS:    

   Peter Contreras  peter@ascension-pca.org 

   Fred Wilson    fred@ascension-pca.org 

   Kyle Bartlett   kyle@ascension-pca.org   

   Mike Wheeler   mike@ascension-pca.org 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:   

   Monica Sledge    cmkesledge@gmail.com  
 

MEAL COORDINATOR:   

   Sheila Bloedow   s.bloedow@comcast.net 
 

NURSERY COORDINATOR:    

   Rebecca Wheeler   rwheeler2022@outlook.com  

 

A NOTE ABOUT GIVING 
Please make sure that checks are made out to  

Ascension Presbyterian Church  

and that any automatic payments are being sent  

to the P.O. Box mailing address listed. 


