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May 21, 2023  

A  community  of worshipping,  maturing,   
and multiplying disciples of  Jesus Christ ,   

to the glory of God the Father,   
by the power of His Spirit ,   

and in  the hope of  God ’s Kingdom.  
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WELCOME TO ASCENSION ! 
Thank you for joining us for worship today.  

 

We are delighted that you are here,  
especially if this is your first time with us. 

 
 
 

Connect with One Another:  
We would love to know that you were here this morning  
and encourage you to fill in a Connect Card so that we can 
follow up with you, answer your questions, or pray for you.  
Our practice of wearing Name Tags is to make you feel  
more comfortable among us, help you to identify staff and 
leadership, and make it easier for you to connect with us.  
See our back page for contact information. We heartily  
invite you to join us for refreshments and conversation  
after the service. 

 

To Parents of Young Children:  
If you would like to utilize it, we have a staffed Nursery  
for children through age 3 across the hall. We encourage 
younger children to remain with us during the service.  
They are not a distraction! Clipboards for kids are available to 
encourage our children to participate in our worship together. 
Stop by the special Kids Table to pick up clipboards and 
crayons for your child. Feel free to sit up front where your 
child can more easily see and hear what is happening. 

 

Free Biblical Resources:  
If you don’t have a copy of God’s Word, please help yourself 
to one of the free Bibles as our gift for you to take home.  
You are also welcome to browse the literature and resources 
available to you on the Welcome Table, carts, and stands. 
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QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 

 

 

Yahweh (“the LORD”) has visited His people… 
 

We’re at ground zero of what makes love possible,  

   of the difference between Disney and Christianity.  
 

Disney is groundless human optimism.  

The gospel is real divine hope —  
 

   God breaking through into the story of my life,  

      creating resurrection.   
 

~ Paul Miller        

 

Joyfully worshipping together  
as the family of God,  

with reverence and awe,  
mindful of our heritage  

as well as our present context.    
 
 

A WORD ABOUT OUR LITURGY   
 

The elements and sequence that make up  
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way  

we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,  
the grand story of the Triune God: 

 

the story of God pursuing a people  
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,  

and shaping them into His people for His glory. 
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GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.  
He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,  
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!      
 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION & ADORATION  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
 Psalm 139:1–6,17,23–24        

M:  O LORD, You have searched me and known me! 
 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  
     You discern my thoughts from afar. 
 You search out my path and my lying down  
     and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
     behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 
 You hem me in, behind and before, 
     and lay Your hand upon me. 
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
     it is high; I cannot attain it.  
 

 How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God!  
     How vast is the sum of them!  
 

 Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
     Try me and know my thoughts!  
 And see if there be any grievous way in me,  
     and lead me in the way everlasting!       

 

SONGS OF PRAISE  

Psalm 145:1-7     
 

I will Thee praise, my God, O King,  
    and I will ever bless Thy Name;  
I will extol Thee everyday 
    and evermore Thy praise proclaim.  
 

The LORD is great, He praise exceeds; 
    His greatness fully search can none;  
Race shall to race extol Thy deeds  
    and tell Thy mighty acts each one.  
 

Upon Thy glorious majesty  
    and wondrous works my mind shall dwell;  
Men shall recount Thy dreadful acts,  
    and of Thy greatness I will tell.  
 

 

Words from Psalm 145:1-7.   Music by John Hatton (1793).  
PUBLIC DOMAIN 
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This Is Our God      
 

God our Father, full of power, 
Maker of the heavens, Maker of the world;  
forming all things, seen and unseen,  
truly the Almighty, beyond all measure worth;   
    Holy is His Name! 
 

We believe the Lord our God is One,  
    Father, Spirit, Son; this is our God!  
We believe forever He will reign.  
    Let the church proclaim: this is our God!  

 

Our Lord Jesus sent to save us,  
born unto a virgin, lived a perfect life;  
greatly suffered, dying for us.  
From the grave He ’s risen, seated now on high;  
    Holy is His Name! 
 

We believe the Lord our God is One,  
    Father, Spirit, Son; this is our God!  
We believe forever He will reign.  
    Let the church proclaim: this is our God!  

 

Spirit, holy, One in glory,  
speaking through the prophets, 
empowering the Church; 
life is given by and through Him,  
with the Son and Father, worshipped and adored;  
    Holy is His Name! 
 

We believe the Lord our God is One,  
    Father, Spirit, Son; this is our God!  
We believe forever He will reign.  
    Let the church proclaim: this is our God!  

 

Inspired by the Nicene Creed (325 A.D.) 
Words and music by Dave Fournier, Doug Plank, George Romanacce,  
Neil DeGraide, Zach Jones (2015). 
© 2015 Sovereign Grace Praise  

 
 
 

GOD CLEANSES US 
We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.  
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this  
and invites honest expression before God.  
However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —  
He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.  
God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves  
before Him in Christ Jesus.  
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OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING   
  Jeremiah 33:1–13                                                         Elder Philip Suh  

16 The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah a second time, while  
he was still shut up in the court of the guard: 2 “Thus says the LORD 
who made the earth, the LORD who formed it to establish it — 

the LORD is His name: 3 Call to Me and I will answer you, and  
will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.  
4 For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses 
of this city and the houses of the kings of Judah that were torn 
down to make a defense against the siege mounds and against 
the sword: 5 They are coming in to fight against the Chaldeans  
and to fill them with the dead bodies of men whom I shall strike 
down in My anger and My wrath, for I have hidden My face from 
this city because of all their evil. 6 Behold, I will bring to it health 
and healing, and I will heal them and reveal to them abundance  
of prosperity and security. 7 I will restore the fortunes of Judah  
and the fortunes of Israel, and rebuild them as they were at first. 
8 I will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against Me,  
and I will forgive all the guilt of their sin and rebellion against Me.  
9 And this city shall be to Me a name of joy, a praise and a glory 
before all the nations of the earth who shall hear of all the good 
that I do for them. They shall fear and tremble because of all  
the good and all the prosperity I provide for it. 
 

10 “Thus says the LORD: In this place of which you say, ‘It is a waste 
without man or beast,’ in the cities of Judah and the streets of 
Jerusalem that are desolate, without man or inhabitant or beast, 
there shall be heard again 11 the voice of mirth and the voice of 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, 
the voices of those who sing, as they bring thank offerings to  
the house of the LORD: 
 

“‘Give thanks to the LORD of hosts, 
     for the LORD is good, 
     for His steadfast love endures forever!’ 

 

For I will restore the fortunes of the land as at first, says the LORD. 
 

12 Thus says the LORD of hosts: In this place that is waste,  
without man or beast, and in all of its cities, there shall again  
be habitations of shepherds resting their flocks. 13 In the cities  
of the hill country, in the cities of the Shephelah, and in the cities 
of the Negeb, in the land of Benjamin, the places about Jerusalem, 
and in the cities of Judah, flocks shall again pass under the hands 
of the one who counts them, says the LORD.”   
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CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

P:  Come, blessed Spirit, 
     show me my sin in all its worst colors,  
     that I may feel an unwavering hatred of it. 
 

 Show me the majesty and mercy of God in such a way  
     that my heart will be alarmed and melted.  
 Convince me, O blessed Spirit,  
     of sin, righteousness, and repentance. 
 

 Show me the power of Christ to save!  
 I teach my faith to see Him extended on the cross,  
     arms open wide, with a pierced, bleeding side,  
     telling me what room is in His heart for me.  
 

 May I confide in His power and love.  
 May I commit my spirit to Him without reserve.  
 May I bear His image, observe His laws,  
     and pursue His service. 
 

 And through time and eternity  
     may I remain a monument of the power of the gospel,  
     and a trophy of His victorious grace.  
 In Jesus’ Name I pray, Amen.         
 
 

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 

In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God  
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness  
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer.  

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON      
 Colossians 1:11–14       

 May you be strengthened with all power, according to  
 His glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy,  
 giving thanks to the Father, Who has qualified you to share  
 in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us  
 from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the  
 kingdom of His beloved Son, in Whom we have redemption,  
 the forgiveness of sins.   
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SONGS OF ASSURANCE   

O Love that Will Not Let Me Go      
 

O Love that will not let me go,  
    I rest my weary soul in Thee;  
I give Thee back the life I owe,  
that in Thine ocean depths its flow  
    may richer, fuller be. 
 

O Light that follow ’st all my way, 
    I yield my flickering torch to Thee;  
My heart restores its borrowed ray,  
that in Thy sunshine ’s blaze its day 
    may brighter, fairer be. 
 

O Joy that seekest me through pain,  
    I cannot close my heart to Thee;  
I trace the rainbow through the rain  
and feel the promise is not vain,  
    that morn shall tearless be.   
 

O Cross that liftest up my head,  
    I dare not ask to fly from thee;  
I lay in dust life ’s glory dead,  
and from the ground there blossoms red  
    life that shall endless be.  
 

Words by George Matheson (1882). Music by Christopher Miner (1997) 
 Words: PUBLIC DOMAIN; music: ©1997 Miner, Christopher  
 
 

How Deep   
 

You were broken that I might be healed.  
You were cast off that I might draw near.  
You were thirsty that I might come drink.  
Cried out in anguish that I might sing:  
 

How deep is Your love.  
How high and how wide is Your mercy.  
How deep is Your grace.  
Our hearts overflow with praise  
    to You. 

 

You knew darkness that I might know light.  
Wept great tears that mine might be dried.  
Stripped of glory that I might be clothed.  
Crushed by Your Father to call me Your own.  
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How deep is Your love.  
How high and how wide is Your mercy.  
How deep is Your grace. 
Our hearts overflow with praise...  

 

How deep is Your love.  
How high and how wide is Your mercy.  
How deep is Your grace.  
Our hearts overflow with praise  
    to You. 

 

Based on The Valley of Vision prayer “Love Lustres at Calvary” 
Words and music by Stephen Altrogge. 

  © 2006 Sovereign Grace Praise (BMI ) 

 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US  
The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God ’s Word  
a crucial means of growing and comforting God ’s people  
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.  
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION      

 
 

READING OF THE WORD 

 John 1:6–13   
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light,  
that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light,  
but came to bear witness about the light. 
 

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into 
the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 11 He came to 
His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 12 But to all 
who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the 
right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.     

 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father,  
    and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
    is now and ever shall be, 
    world without end. 
        Amen, Amen. 
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PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“The Power of the Light”                           Pastor Nate Hitchcock   

 
 

PRAYER   

 
 

SERMON NOTES:                

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   



 

Page 11 

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   



 

Page 12 

GIVING TO THE LORD  

 1 Peter 4:10  

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,  
as good stewards of God’s varied grace…   

 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE 

Only You      
 

You have known my every situation,  
    and Your goodness sustains me, Lord;  
I will bow in humble expectation  
    of Your presence in the storm.  
 

Yes, there will be trial and tribulation,  
    and You ’ll grant me breath to persevere.  
May my heart beat in pure anticipation,  
    of the day You ’ll dry these tears.  

 

Only You have set the earth on its foundation,  
Only You give orders to the dawn,  
Only You can know the depths of every ocean,  
Only You deserve our song.  

 

Lord, You are the thunder to my whisper,  
    yes, Your greatness knows no bounds.  
All these things too wonderful to speak of,   
    fill my soul with a heavenly sound.  

 

Only You have set the earth on its foundation,  
Only You give orders to the dawn,  
Only You can know the depths of every ocean,   
Only You deserve our song.  
 

Only You have torn the cover off the darkness,  
You expose the evils of the night.  
Only You reveal Your glory to the humble,   
Only You are clothed in light.   

 

Words and music by Eric J. Marshall 
© 2014 Scot Family Reunion Songs (Admin. by Scot Family Reunion, LLC ) 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS  
 

Do you believe the Scriptures to be the Word of God  
    and the final authoritative rule of life and faith? 
 

Do you acknowledge your need for the grace of God, 
    humbling yourself,  
offering no morality or righteousness of your own,  
    but asking only for the mercy of God in Christ? 
 

Do you accept Christ as the sacrifice for your sin,  
    as the Prophet for all your truth,  
    and as the King of all your life,  
resting on Him and His righteousness alone  
    for your salvation? 
 

Do you pledge to live a life worthy of your calling  
    by reliance on the Holy Spirit  
    according to the Word of God? 
 

Do you promise to support this communion  
    with your prayers and offerings,  
to strive for its purity and peace,  
    and to submit to its leadership in all biblical things? 

 

TO THE BODY OF CHRIST: (PLEASE STAND) 
 

M:  Do you as a congregation,  
 now welcome this brother as a member of this body?   
 

P:  We do. 
 

 

M:  Do you promise to take seriously your responsibilities  
     to build him up  
     and to seek to practice with him  
         true Christian community  
         and true Biblical church life?   
 

P:  We do.  
 
 
 
 
 

GOD COMMUNES WITH US  
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus  
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.  
It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,  
and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.  
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                                              
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CONFESSING OUR FAITH TOGETHER   

 Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 75       

M:  How does the Lord’s Supper remind you and assure you  
     that you share in Christ’s one sacrifice on the cross  
     and in all His gifts? 
 

P:  In this way:  
 Christ has commanded me and all believers  
     to eat this broken bread  
     and to drink this cup.  
 

 With this command He gave these promises:  
 

 First,  
 as surely as I see with my eyes  
 the bread of the Lord broken for me  
 and the cup given to me,  
     so surely His body was offered and broken for me  
     and His blood poured out for me on the cross.  
 

 Second,  
 as surely as I receive from the hand of the one who serves, 

and taste with my mouth the bread and cup of the Lord, 
given me as sure signs of Christ’s body and blood,  

     so surely He nourishes and refreshes my soul  
         for eternal life  
     with His crucified body and poured-out blood.    

 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   

Please come forward to receive the elements from the elders  
at the table, then return to your seats. Please HOLD elements  
until we can all partake TOGETHER. 

 
 
 

PRAYER  |  MEDITATION 
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A NOTE ABOUT GIVING 
Please make sure that checks are made out to  

Ascension Presbyterian Church   

and that any automatic payments are being sent  

to the P.O. Box mailing address listed. 

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050 
 

Scripture text from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  

©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®  

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

GOD SENDS US 
We end by receiving God ’s promises to us as His people.  
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,  
to the end of all time.  
 
 

BENEDICTION  
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STAFF & LEADERSHIP 
 

 

PASTOR:   

   Rev. Nate Hitchcock  nate@ascension-pca.org 
 

PASTOR EMERITUS: 

   Rev. Ed Volz     volz.edw@gmail.com  
 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

   Rina Kroes     office@ascension-pca.org 
 

ELDERS:  

   Brett Chase     brett@ascension-pca.org  

   C.J. DeGroot     cjdegroot@ascension-pca.org  

   Chris Sledge    chris@ascension-pca.org  

   Philip Suh     philipsuh@ascension-pca.org  

   Theo Vander Wel  theo@ascension-pca.org  
 

DEACONS:    

   Kyle Bartlett    kyle@ascension-pca.org   

   Peter Contreras   peter@ascension-pca.org 

   Fred Wilson    fred@ascension-pca.org 

   Mike Wheeler   mike@ascension-pca.org 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:   

   Monica Sledge    cmkesledge@gmail.com  
 

MEAL COORDINATOR:   

   Sheila Bloedow   s.bloedow@comcast.net  
 

NURSERY COORDINATOR:    

   Rebecca Wheeler   rwheeler2022@outlook.com  

ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A S C E N S I O N - P C A . O R G  

     
 

   10:00AM:  Worship Service (in-person & livestream) 
   9:00AM:  Discipleship Hour  

 
 

Meeting Address:  8224  220th Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 
 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046 
 

APC Office:      Mon & Wed & Fri  (9:00AM–5:00PM) 
      (425) 286-8617   office@ascension-pca.org 


