Ascension

November 17, 2024

A community of worshipping, maturing,
and multiplying disciples of Jesus Christ,
to the glory of God the Father,
by the power of His Spirit,
and in the hope of God’s Kingdom.



WELCOME TO ASCENSION!

Thank you for joining us for worship today.

We are delighted that you are here,
especially if this is your first time with us.

Connect with One Another:
We would love to know that you were here this morning
and encourage you to fillin a Connect Card so that we can
follow up with you, answer your questions, or pray for you.
Our practice of wearing Name Tags is to make you feel
more comfortable among us, help you to identify staff and
leadership, and make it easier for you to connect with us.
See our back page for contact information. We heartily
invite you to join us for refreshments and conversation
after the service.

To Parents of Young Children:
If you would like to utilize it, we have a staffed Nursery
for children through age 3 across the hall. We encourage
younger children to remain with us during the service.
They are not a distraction! Clipboards for kids are available to
encourage our children to participate in our worship together.
Stop by the special Kids Table to pick up clipboards and
crayons for your child. Feel free to sit up front where your
child can more easily see and hear what is happening.

Free Biblical Resources:
If you don't have a copy of God'’s Word, please help yourself
to one of the free Bibles as our gift for you to take home.
You are also welcome to browse the literature and resources
available to you on the Welcome Table, carts, and stands.



Joyfully worshipping together
as the family of God,
with reverence and awe,
mindful of our heritage
as well as our present context.

A WoRrD ABouT OUR LITURGY

The elements and sequence that make up
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way
we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,
the grand story of the Triune God:

the story of God pursuing a people
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,
and shaping them into His people for His glory.

QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP

O God, let me not seek apart from You
what | can only find in You,
peace and rest, and joy and bliss.
Lift up my soul above the weary round of harassing thoughts
to Your eternal presence,
to the pure, serene, radiant atmosphere of Your presence,
that there | may breathe freely,
there repose in Your love,
there be at rest from myself,
and from all things which weary me;
and from there return, arrayed with Your peace,
to do and to bear whatsoever shall please You.

~ E.B. Pusey



GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.

He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION & ADORATION

CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 67

P: May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make His face to shine upon us,
that Your way may be known on earth,
Your saving power among all nations.

L: Let the peoples praise You, O God;
let all the peoples praise You!

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for You judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

Let the peoples praise You, O God;
let all the peoples praise You!

P: The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us.
God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!

SONGS OF PRAISE

The God of Abra’m Praise

The God of Abra’'m praise,
Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of Everlasting Days
and God of love.
Jehovah, great | AM!
By earth and heav’'n confessed;
| bow and bless the sacred Name
forever blest.

The God of Abra'm praise,
at whose supreme command
from earth I rise and seek the joys
at His right hand.
I all on earth forsake,
its wisdom, fame, and pow’'r;
and Him my only portion make,
my shield and tow'r.



The whole triumphant host
give thanks to God on high:
“Hail, Father, Son and Holy Ghost!”
they ever cry.
Hail, Abra’'m’s God and mine!
I join the heav'nly lays;
all might and majesty are Thine
and endless praise.

Words by Thomas Olivers (1770). Music by Nathan Partain (2003)
Words: PUBLIC DOMAIN. Music: ©2003 Partain, Nathan

Psalm 104

My soul bless the LoRrb!
LorD God You are great!
With honor arrayed,
majestic in state,
You cover Yourself
with a garment of light,
and stretch out the sky
as a curtain by night.

The beams of Your courts
in waters You laid;
on wings of the wind,
Your pathway You made.
The clouds are Your chariot;
the winds do Your will;
the flames and the lightnings
Your pleasure fulfill.

I'll sing to the LoORD,
as long as | live,
sing praise to my God
while life He will give.
My vast thoughts about Him
will pleasure afford,
for I am rejoicing
each day in the LoRD.

Words from Psalm 104; The Trinity Psalter.

Music by Johan Michael Haydn (1737-1806).
Words: © 2012 Crown and Covenant Publications. Music: PUBLIC DOMAIN



GOD CLEANSES US

We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this

and invites honest expression before God.

However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —

He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.

God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves
before Him in Christ Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING
Joshua 23:1-13 Elder Chris Sledge

' A long time afterward, when the LoRD had given rest to Israel
from all their surrounding enemies, and Joshua was old and well
advanced in years, *Joshua summoned all Israel, its elders and
heads, its judges and officers, and said to them, “l am now old and
well advanced in years. * And you have seen all that the LORD your
God has done to all these nations for your sake, for it is the LORD
your God who has fought for you. * Behold, | have allotted to you
as an inheritance for your tribes those nations that remain, along
with all the nations that | have already cut off, from the Jordan to
the Great Sea in the west. ® The LORD your God will push them
back before you and drive them out of your sight. And you shall
possess their land, just as the LORD your God promised you.

® Therefore, be very strong to keep and to do all that is written

in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it neither to
the right hand nor to the left, ’ that you may not mix with these
nations remaining among you or make mention of the names of
their gods or swear by them or serve them or bow down to them,
®but you shall cling to the LoRD your God just as you have done
to this day. ° For the LORD has driven out before you great and
strong nations. And as for you, no man has been able to stand
before you to this day. '° One man of you puts to flight a
thousand, since it is the LORD your God who fights for you, just as
He promised you. "' Be very careful, therefore, to love the LORD
your God. " For if you turn back and cling to the remnant of these
nations remaining among you and make marriages with them,

so that you associate with them and they with you, ** know for
certain that the LORD your God will no longer drive out these
nations before you, but they shall be a snare and a trap for you,

a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish
from off this good ground that the LORD your God has given you.”



CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

P: O Holy God, | offer to You
my contrite and humbled heart.
| offer to You my groans,
messengers of true and real sorrow over sin.

Of myself, | fail.

But in You, hope is repaired.

In You, | find joy once again.

| am weary and heavy laden.

You restore and give rest to my soul.

O most righteous God, yet most kind Father,

how unjustly Your Son suffered for me.
Forget how unworthily I, Your servant, have acted.
Look to Christ’'s deep wounds

and plunge my sins into the deepest depths

of the sea of Your mercy. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN

In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
2 Timothy 2:8-9, 19

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead,
the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel,
for which | am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal.

But the word of God is not bound! ...
God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal:

“The Lord knows those who are His,” and,
“Let everyone who names the name of the Lord
depart from iniquity.”

SONG OF ASSURANCE
How Firm a Foundation

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said,

to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, | am with you; O be not dismayed,
for | am thy God, and will still give thee aid.

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”



“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; | only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, | will not desert to his foes.

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake.”

Words from Rippon’s Selection of Hymns (1787; alt.; mod.)
Traditional American melody;

J. Funk's A Compilation of Genuine Church Music (1832)
PUBLIC DOMAIN

GOD SPEAKS TO US

The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God’s Word
a crucial means of growing and comforting God’s people
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

READING OF THE WORD
1 Timothy 5:17-25

7 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double
honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.

"% For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it
treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”
Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence
of two or three witnesses. “° As for those who persist in sin,
rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand

in fear. *" In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the
elect angels | charge you to keep these rules without prejudging,
doing nothing from partiality.

2 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in

the sins of others; keep yourself pure.

% (No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for the sake
of your stomach and your frequent ailments.)

**The sins of some people are conspicuous, going before them
to judgment, but the sins of others appear later. ** So also good
works are conspicuous, and even those that are not cannot
remain hidden.



GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, Amen.

PREACHING OF THE WORD
“Elders and the Congregation” Mr. Philip Suh

SERMON NOTES:




PRAYER

GIVING TO THE LORD
2 Peter 3:13

But according to His promise we are waiting for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

SONG OF THANKSGIVING
Fairest Lord Jesus

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Thee will | cherish, Thee will | honor,
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown.

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,
robed in the blooming garb of spring;

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
Who makes the woeful heart to sing.

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,
and all the twinkling starry host:

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
than all the angels heav’'n can boast.

Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
now and forever more be Thine.
Words from Miinster Gesangbuch (1677); tr. by Joseph Seiss (1873).

Music from Shlesische Volkslieder (1842).
PUBLIC DOMAIN

GOD COMMUNES WITH US

The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.

It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,

and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER Pastor Ed Volz



CONFESSING OUR FAITH TOGETHER
The Apostles’ Creed

P: | believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead and buried;

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits on the right hand of God

the Father Almighty;

from there He shall come to judge

the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Please come forward to receive the elements from the elders
at the table, then return to your seats.

Gluten-free bread and grape juice are available from the trays.
Please HOLD elements until we can all partake TOGETHER.

SONG OF MEDITATION
The Church’s One Foundation

The church’s one foundation
is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

she is His new creation
by water and the Word.

From heav'n He came and sought her
to be His holy bride;

with His own blood He bought her,
and for her life He died.



Elect from every nation,
yet one o'er all the earth;
her charter of salvation:
one Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder
men see her sore oppressed,

by schisms rent asunder,
by heresies distressed,

yet saints their watch are keeping;
their cry goes up: “How long?”

and soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

Yet she on earth hath union
with God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
O happy ones and holy!
Lord, give us grace that we
like them the meek and lowly,
on high may dwell with Thee.

Words by Samuel . Stone (1866). Music by Brian Moss (1996).
© 1996 Parson John Publishing (ASCAP

PRAYER

GOD SENDS US

We end by receiving God’s promises to us as His people.
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,
to the end of all time.

BENEDICTION



Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050

Scripture text from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.
©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

A NOTE ABOUT GIVING

Please make sure that checks are made out to
Ascension Presbyterian Church
and that any automatic payments are being sent
to the P.O. Box mailing address listed on the back page.




STAFF & LEADERSHIP

PASTOR:

Rev. Nate Hitchcock nate@ascension-pca.org
PASTOR EMERITUS:

Rev. Ed Volz volz.edw@gmail.com
OFFICE MANAGER:

Rina Kroes office@ascension-pca.org
ELDERS:

Brett Chase brett@ascension-pca.org

C.J. DeGroot ¢jdegroot@ascension-pca.org

Chris Sledge chris@ascension-pca.org

Philip Suh philipsuh@ascension-pca.org

Theo Vander Wel theo@ascension-pca.org

Brian Walsh brian@ascension-pca.org
DEACONS:

Kyle Bartlett kyle@ascension-pca.org

Bob Briest bob_briest@ascension-pca.org

Mike Wheeler mike@ascension-pca.org
HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:

Monica Sledge cmkesledge@gmail.com
NURSERY COORDINATOR:

Anna Hitchcock [temp] hitchcrew@gmail.com
MEAL COORDINATOR:

Sheila Bloedow s.bloedow@comcast.net
MEDIA (SOUND & PROJECTION):

Dave Ball dave@daveball.net

ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ASCENSION-PCA.ORG

10:00AM: Worship Service (in-person & livestream)

Meeting Address: 8224 220" Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046

APC Office: Mon & Wed & Fri (9:00AM-5:00PM)
(425) 286-8617 office@ascension-pca.org



