i Ascension

May 4, 2025

A community of worshipping, maturing,
and multiplying disciples of Jesus Christ,
to the glory of God the Father,
by the power of His Spirit,
and in the hope of God’s Kingdom.



WELCOME TO ASCENSION!

Thank you for joining us for worship today.

We are delighted that you are here,
especially if this is your first time with us.

Connect with One Another:
We would love to know that you were here this morning
and encourage you to fillin a Connect Card so that we can
follow up with you, answer your questions, or pray for you.
Our practice of wearing Name Tags is to make you feel
more comfortable among us, help you to identify staff and
leadership, and make it easier for you to connect with us.
See our back page for contact information. We heartily
invite you to join us for refreshments and conversation
after the service.

To Parents of Young Children:
If you would like to utilize it, we have a staffed Nursery
for children through age 3 across the hall. We encourage
younger children to remain with us during the service.
They are not a distraction! Clipboards for kids are available to
encourage our children to participate in our worship together.
Stop by the special Kids Table to pick up clipboards and
crayons for your child. Feel free to sit up front where your
child can more easily see and hear what is happening.

Free Biblical Resources:
If you don't have a copy of God'’s Word, please help yourself
to one of the free Bibles as our gift for you to take home.
You are also welcome to browse the literature and resources
available to you on the Welcome Table, carts, and stands.



Joyfully worshipping together
as the family of God,
with reverence and awe,
mindful of our heritage
as well as our present context.

A WoRrD ABouT OUR LITURGY

The elements and sequence that make up
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way
we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,
the grand story of the Triune God:

the story of God pursuing a people
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,
and shaping them into His people for His glory.

QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP

For this implicit faith and total resignation of ourselves

to the adorable Providence of God,

willing nothing but what He wills,

and because He wills it,
is a state of mind whose excellency | cannot represent to you;
it ... makes our weakness as serviceable to us as our strength ...

Let me, therefore, entreat you to put on this temper;
to lay hold of it with all your might;
to make everything you hear or see or find in yourself,
the world, religion, or Providence,
so many fresh occasions of committing yourself to God
by a faith without any bounds,
a resignation without any reserve.

~ Williom Law



GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.

He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION & ADORATION

CALL TO WORSHIP

M:

1 Chronicles 16:23-27

Sing to the LORD, all the earth;

proclaim His salvation day after day.
Declare His glory among the nations,

His marvelous deeds among all peoples.

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
He is to be feared above all gods.

For all the gods of the nations are idols,
but the LORD made the heavens.

Splendor and majesty are before Him;
strength and joy are in His dwelling place.

SONGS OF PRAISE
O Worship the King

O worship the King all-glorious above,

O gratefully sing His power and His love:

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

O tell of His might and sing of His grace,

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
and dark is His path on the wings of the storm.

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite?

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,

in Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail.

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!

Words by Robert Grant (1833)

Music by Johann M. Haydn (1737-1806), arr. William Gardiner (1815)
PUBLIC DOMAIN



This Is My Father’s World

This is my Father’'s world,
and to my listening ears

all nature sings and round me rings
the music of the spheres.

This is my Father’'s world:
I rest me in the thought

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas —
His hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father’'s world:
the birds their carols raise,

the morning light, the lily white,
declare their Maker's praise.

This is my Father’'s world:
He shines in all that's fair;

in the rustling grass | hear Him pass;
He speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father’'s world:
O let me ne’er forget
that though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the Ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world:
the battle is not done;
Jesus Who died shall be satisfied
and earth and heaven be one.

This is my Father's world:

Why should my heart be sad?

The Lord is King: let the heavens ring!
God reigns; let earth be glad!

Words by Maltbie D. Babcock (1901)

Traditional English melody; arr. by Franklin L. Sheppard (1915)
PUBLIC DOMAIN.

GOD CLEANSES US

We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this

and invites honest expression before God.

However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —

He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.

God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves
before Him in Christ Jesus.



NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 14:26-40 Elder Theo Vander Wel

* What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has
a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation.
Let all things be done for building up. *’ If any speak in a tongue,
let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let
someone interpret. ** But if there is no one to interpret, let each
of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God.
*? Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh
what is said. *° If a revelation is made to another sitting there,
let the first be silent. *' For you can all prophesy one by one,

so that all may learn and all be encouraged, ** and the spirits

of prophets are subject to prophets. ** For God is not a God

of confusion but of peace.

As in all the churches of the saints, ** the women should keep
silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak,
but should be in submission, as the Law also says. ** If there
is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands
at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.

**Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you

the only ones it has reached? * If anyone thinks that he is

a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things

| am writing to you are a command of the Lord. ** If anyone does
not recognize this, he is not recognized. *? So, my brothers,
earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in
tongues. “° But all things should be done decently and in order.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

P: Eternal God, in whom we live, and move,
and have our being,
whose face is hidden from us by our sins
and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts.

Cleanse us, we pray, from all our offenses
and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires.
That with lowliness and meekness

we may draw near to You,

confessing our sins, confiding in Your grace,
and finding in You our refuge and our strength.

Through Jesus we come. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN

In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Hear the gracious words of our Lord Jesus Christ
unto all who truly repent and turn to Him:

“Come unto Me, all you who labor and are heavy-laden,
and I will give you rest.”

In Jesus, your sin is forgiven.
Now may that grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

SONG OF ASSURANCE
Psalm 42

Why my soul are you downcast?

Why are you troubled within?

For | will hope in my Saviour, my God

and will praise Him, yet praise Him again.

Why my soul are you downcast?

Why are you troubled within?

For | will hope in my Saviour, my God

and will praise Him, yet praise Him again.

Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.
I will praise Him yet, praise Him again.

Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.
I will praise Him yet, praise Him again.

Morning by morning, new mercies are streaming.
| trust in Your goodness where | cannot see.

You have been faithful whenever | wandered.
Lord, give me the hope that | need.

Morning by morning, new mercies are streaming.
| trust in Your goodness where | cannot see.

You have been faithful whenever | wandered.
Lord, give me the hope that | need.

Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.
I will praise Him yet, praise Him again.

Why my soul are you downcast?

Why are you troubled within?

For | will hope in my Saviour, my God

and will praise Him, yet praise Him again.

Words and music by Jonny Robinson & Tiarne Tranter.
© CityAlight Music



GOD SPEAKS TO US

The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God’s Word
a crucial means of growing and comforting God’s people
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.

PASTORAL PRAYER

READING OF THE WORD
Job 1:1-12

"There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that
man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned
away from evil. > There were born to him seven sons and three
daughters. * He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of
oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many servants, so that
this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. * His sons
used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day,
and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink
with them. > And when the days of the feast had run their course,
Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in
the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number

of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned,
and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually.

® Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them.
’The LorD said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan
answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth,
and from walking up and down on it.” * And the LORD said to Satan,
“Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him
on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and
turns away from evil?” ? Then Satan answered the LORD and said,
“Does Job fear God for no reason? '’ Have You not put a hedge
around him and his house and all that he has, on every side?

You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have
increased in the land. '" But stretch out Your hand and touch all
that he has, and he will curse You to your face.” '* And the LORD
said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against
him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the
presence of the LORD.



GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, Amen.

PREACHING OF THE WORD
“Behind the Scenes” Pastor Nate Hitchcock

SERMON NOTES:

PRAYER



GIVING TO THE LORD
Hebrews 13:16

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Today is the monthly offering for our Deacon Fund and Mercy Ministries.

SONG OF RESPONSE
Our Great God

Eternal God, unchanging,
mysterious and unknown;

Your boundless love, unfailing,
in grace and mercy shown.

Bright seraphim in endless flight
around Your glorious throne;

they raise their voices day and night
in praise to You alone.

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!
Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!

Lord, we are weak and frail,
helpless in the storm.

Surround us with Your angels,
hold us in Your arms.

Our cold and ruthless enemy,
his pleasure is our harm.

Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee
before our Sovereign God.

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!
Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!

Let every creature in the sea
and every flying bird,

let every mountain, every field,
and valley of the earth;

Let all the moons and all the stars
in all the universe

sing praises to the living God
who rules them by His Word.

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!
Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!
Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!
Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!

Words and music by Fernando Ortega and Mac Powell.

© 2002 New Spring, Dejamesolo Music, Curb Word Music.
PUBLIC DOMAIN



GOD COMMUNES WITH US

The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.

It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,

and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

CONFESSING OUR FAITH TOGETHER
Romans 5:1-8

P: Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,
we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through Him we have also obtained access by faith
into this grace in which we stand,
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope,
and hope does not put us to shame,

because God’'s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

For while we were still weak,
at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
For one will scarcely die for a righteous person —
though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die —
but God shows His love for us
in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'’S SUPPER

Please come forward to receive the elements from the elders
at the table, then return to your seats.

Gluten-free bread and grape juice are available from the trays.
Please HOLD elements until we can all partake TOGETHER.



SONG OF MEDITATION

Beautiful, Scandalous Night

Go on up to the mountain of mercy
to the crimson perpetual tide;
Kneel down on the shore,
be thirsty no more.
Go under and be purified.

Follow Christ to the holy mountain.
Sinner, sorry and wrecked by fall,
cleanse your heart and your soul
in the fountain that flowed
for you and for me and for all.

At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree,
on that beautiful, scandalous night
you and me
were atoned by His blood
and forever washed white
on that beautiful, scandalous night.

On the hillside you will be delivered,
at the foot of the cross justified.
And your spirit restored
by the river that poured
from our blessed Savior’s side.

At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree,
on that beautiful, scandalous night
you and me
were atoned by His blood
and forever washed white
on that beautiful, scandalous night.

Go on up to the mountain of mercy
to the crimson perpetual tide;
Kneel down on the shore,
be thirsty no more.
Go under and be purified.

At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree,
on that beautiful, scandalous night
you and me
were atoned by His blood
and forever washed white
on that beautiful, scandalous night.



At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree,
on that beautiful, scandalous night
you and me
were atoned by His blood
and forever washed white
on that beautiful, scandalous night ...
... on that beautiful, scandalous night ...
... on that beautiful, scandalous night.

Words and music by Derald Daugherty and Steve Hindalong
© 1995 Never Say Never Songs

PRAYER

GOD SENDS US

We end by receiving God’s promises to us as His people.
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,
to the end of all time.

BENEDICTION

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050

Scripture text from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.
©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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A NOTE ABOUT GIVING

Please make sure that checks are made out to
Ascension Preshyterian Church
and that any automatic payments are being sent
to the P.O. Box mailing address listed on the back page.




STAFF & LEADERSHIP

PASTOR:

Rev. Nate Hitchcock nate@ascension-pca.org
PASTOR EMERITUS:

Rev. Ed Volz volz.edw@gmail.com
OFFICE MANAGER:

Rina Kroes office@ascension-pca.org
ELDERS:

Brett Chase brett@ascension-pca.org

C.J. DeGroot ¢jdegroot@ascension-pca.org

Chris Sledge chris@ascension-pca.org

Philip Suh philipsuh@ascension-pca.org

Theo Vander Wel theo@ascension-pca.org

Brian Walsh brian@ascension-pca.org
DEACONS:

Kyle Bartlett kyle@ascension-pca.org

Bob Briest bob_briest@ascension-pca.org

Mike Wheeler mike@ascension-pca.org

Garret Holt garret@ascension-pca.org
MEDIA (SOUND & PROJECTION):

Dave Ball dave@daveball.net
HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:

Monica Sledge cmkesledge@gmail.com
NURSERY COORDINATOR:

Anna Hitchcock [temp] hitchcrew@gmail.com
MEAL COORDINATOR:

Sheila Bloedow s.bloedow@comcast.net

ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ASCENSION-PCA.ORG

10:00AM: Worship Service (in-person & livestream)

Meeting Address: 8224 220" Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046

APC Office: Mon & Wed & Fri (9:00AM-5:00PMm)
(425) 286-8617 office@ascension-pca.org



