i Ascension

November 16, 2025

A community of worshipping, maturing,
and multiplying disciples of Jesus Christ,
to the glory of God the Father,
by the power of His Spirit,
and in the hope of God’s Kingdom.



WELCOME TO ASCENSION!

Thank you for joining us for worship today.

We are delighted that you are here,
especially if this is your first time with us.

Connect with One Another:
We would love to know that you were here this morning
and encourage you to fillin a Connect Card so that we can
follow up with you, answer your questions, or pray for you.
Our practice of wearing Name Tags is to make you feel
more comfortable among us, help you to identify staff and
leadership, and make it easier for you to connect with us.
See our back page for contact information. We heartily
invite you to join us for refreshments and conversation
after the service.

To Parents of Young Children:
If you would like to utilize it, we have a staffed Nursery
for children through age 3 across the hall. We encourage
younger children to remain with us during the service.
They are not a distraction! Clipboards for kids are available to
encourage our children to participate in our worship together.
Stop by the special Kids Table to pick up clipboards and
crayons for your child. Feel free to sit up front where your
child can more easily see and hear what is happening.

Free Biblical Resources:
If you don't have a copy of God'’s Word, please help yourself
to one of the free Bibles as our gift for you to take home.
You are also welcome to browse the literature and resources
available to you on the Welcome Table, carts, and stands.



Joyfully worshipping together
as the family of God,
with reverence and awe,
mindful of our heritage
as well as our present context.

A WoRrD ABouT OUR LITURGY

The elements and sequence that make up
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way
we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,
the grand story of the Triune God:

the story of God pursuing a people
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,
and shaping them into His people for His glory.

QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP

“One of the reasons God has called us to gather together
regularly is that we are so forgetful. We forget who God is
and endeavor to live based on our own merit and strength.
We forget who we are...of our desperate need for redeeming
grace...We forget how magnificent our resources are in Christ,
how complete His provision is, and how precious it is that

He is always near. We forget how wise, encouraging,
protective, and freeing God's Word is. We forget our need

for the body of Christ... We forget that there really is an enemy
who prowls around to devour us spiritually. We forget that life
can never be found in the physical creation. We forget that

we have been created to live for a glory that is bigger than

our own and for a kingdom that is greater than what we would
construct on our own. Yes, we need to gather again and again,
and through worship, preaching, and mutual fellowship,

to remember what we would otherwise forget.”

~ Paul Tripp



GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.

He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

CALL TO WORSHIP

P:

Psalm 18:1-3, 31-32

I love you, O LoRrD, my strength.
The LoRrD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge,
my shield, and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold.
I call upon the Lorp, who is worthy to be praised,
and | am saved from my enemies.

For who is God, but the LoRrD?
And who is a rock, except our God? —
the God who equipped me with strength
and made my way blameless.

SONGS OF PRAISE
Psalm 113

Praise Jehovah; praise the LORD;
Ye His servants, praise accord;
Bless-ed be Jehovah’'s name;
Evermore His praise proclaim,
evermore His praise proclaim.

From the dawn to setting sun,
praise the LorD, the Mighty One.
O’er all nations He is high;
Yea, His glory crowns the sky,
yea, His glory crowns the sky.

Who is like the LORD our God?
High in heav'n in His abode.
Who Himself doth humble low,
things in heav’'n and earth to know,
things in heav’'n and earth to know.

Words from Trinity Psalter.

Music (Take My Life and Let it Be) by Henri A. César Malan
Words: © 1994 Crown & Covenant Publications. Music: PUBLIC DOMAIN



Oh, How Good It Is

Oh, how good it is when the family of God
dwells together in spirit, in faith and unity.
Where the bonds of peace, of acceptance and love
are the fruit of His presence here among us.

So with one voice we’ll sing to the Lord;
and with one heart we’ll live out His Word.

Till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come,
for He dwells in the presence of His people.

Oh, how good it is on this journey we share,
to rejoice with the happy
and weep with those who mourn.

For the weak find strength, the afflicted find grace,
when we offer the blessing of belonging.

So with one voice we’ll sing to the Lord;
and with one heart we’ll live out His Word.

Till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come,
for He dwells in the presence of His people.

Oh, how good it is to embrace His command
to prefer one another, forgive as He forgives.
When we live as one, we all share in the love
of the Son, with the Father, and the Spirit.

So with one voice we’ll sing to the Lord;
and with one heart we’ll live out His Word.

Till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come,
for He dwells in the presence of His people.

Words and music by

Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Ross Holmes, Stuart Townend
© 2012 Getty Music Publishing, Parakeet Boots Music, Townend Songs



GOD CLEANSES US

We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this

and invites honest expression before God.

However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —

He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.

God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves
before Him in Christ Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 102 Elder Brett Chase

Hear my prayer, O LORD;
let my cry come to Youl!
Do not hide Your face from me
in the day of my distress!
Incline Your ear to me;
answer me speedily in the day when | call!

For my days pass away like smoke,
and my bones burn like a furnace.
My heart is struck down like grass and has withered;
| forget to eat my bread.
Because of my loud groaning
my bones cling to my flesh.
I am like a desert owl of the wilderness,
like an owl of the waste places;
I lie awake;
I am like a lonely sparrow on the housetop.
All the day my enemies taunt me;
those who deride me use my name for a curse.
For | eat ashes like bread
and mingle tears with my drink,
because of Your indignation and anger;
for You have taken me up and thrown me down.
My days are like an evening shadow;
| wither away like grass.
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1

2 Butyou, O LORD, are enthroned forever;

You are remembered throughout all generations.
You will arise and have pity on Zion;

it is the time to favor her;

the appointed time has come.
For Your servants hold her stones dear

and have pity on her dust.
Nations will fear the name of the LORD,

and all the kings of the earth will fear Your glory.
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15



For the LORD builds up Zion;
He appears in His glory;

He regards the prayer of the destitute
and does not despise their prayer.

'8 Let this be recorded for a generation to come,

so that a people yet to be created may praise the LORD:
that He looked down from His holy height;
from heaven the LORD looked at the earth,
to hear the groans of the prisoners,
to set free those who were doomed to die,
that they may declare in Zion the name of the LORD,
and in Jerusalem His praise,
when peoples gather together,
and kingdoms, to worship the LORD.
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> He has broken my strength in midcourse;

He has shortened my days.

“O my God,” | say, “take me not away
in the midst of my days —

You whose years endure
throughout all generations!”

24

** Of old You laid the foundation of the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands.
They will perish, but You will remain;
they will all wear out like a garment.
You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away,
but You are the same, and Your years have no end.
The children of Your servants shall dwell secure;
their offspring shall be established before You.

26

27
28

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

P: Merciful Lord, we confess that with us
there is an abundance of sin,
but in You there is the fullness of righteousness
and abundance of mercy.
We are spiritually poor, but You are rich
and in Jesus Christ came to be merciful to the poor.
Strengthen our faith and trust in You.

We are empty vessels that need to be filled; fill us.
We are weak in faith; strengthen us.
We are cold in love; warm us,
and make our hearts fervent for You
that our love may go out to one another
and to our neighbors.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN

In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer.

THE GOOD NEWS
Isaiah 44:22

“I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud
and your sins like mist;
return to Me, for | have redeemed you.”

In Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

SONGSOF ASSURANCE
His Mercy is More

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more!
Stronger than darkness, new every morn.
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more!

What love could remember no wrongs we have done?
Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum.
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore;

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.

What patience would wait as we constantly roam?
What Father, so tender, is calling us home?
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor.

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more!
Stronger than darkness, new every morn.
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more!

What riches of kindness He lavished on us.
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost.
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford.

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
Praise the Lord, His mercy is more!

Stronger than darkness, new every morn.
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more!

Music and words by Matt Boswell and Matt Papa
© 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs, Getty Music Publishing, Love Your Enemies



GOD SPEAKS TO US

The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God’s Word
a crucial means of growing and comforting God’s people
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.

PASTORAL PRAYER

READING OF THE WORD
2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

" Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our
being gathered together to Him, we ask you, brothers,” not to be
quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken
word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day
of the Lord has come. * Let no one deceive you in any way.

For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first,

and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,
“who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god

or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of
God, proclaiming himself to be God. ® Do you not remember that
when | was still with you | told you these things? ® And you know
what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his
time. ’ For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only
He who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way.

® And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord

will kill with the breath of His mouth and bring to nothing by

the appearance of His coming. ° The coming of the lawless one
is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and
wonders, "°and with all wicked deception for those who are
perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be
saved. " Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that
they may believe what is false, "*in order that all may be
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure

in unrighteousness.

'# But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits
to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in
the truth. " To this he called you through our gospel, so that
you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. '° So then,
brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were
taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter.

1*Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father,
who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope
through grace, '’ comfort your hearts and establish them

in every good work and word.



GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, Amen.

PREACHING OF THE WORD
“A Certain Future” Pastor Nate Hitchcock

SERMON NOTES:




PRAYER

GIVING TO THE LORD
1 John 2:15,17

Do not love the world or the things in the world...
the world is passing away along with it's desires,
but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

SONG OF THANKSGIVING
Be Thou My Vision

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me save that Thou art —
Thou my best thought by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom and Thou my true word;
| ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, | Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling and | with Thee one.

Riches | heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,
may | reach heaven'’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all ...
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Ancient Irish Poem, translated by Mary E. Byrne (1905),
versified by Eleanor H. Hull (1912)

Traditional Irish melody, arranged by David Evans (1927)
PUBLIC DOMAIN

GOD COMMUNES WITH US

The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.

It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,

and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER



CONFESSING OUR FAITH TOGETHER
The Apostles’ Creed

P: | believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead and buried;

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits on the right hand of God

the Father Almighty;

from there He shall come to judge

the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Please come forward to receive the elements from the elders
at the table, then return to your seats.

Gluten-free bread and grape juice are available from the trays.
Please HOLD elements until we can all partake TOGETHER.

SONG OF MEDITATION
Jesus, Lover of My Soul

Jesus, Lover of my soul,
let me to Thy bosom fly,
while the nearer waters roll,
while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide,
till life's storm is past;
safe into the haven guide;
receive my soul at last!



Other refuge have | none;
I helpless hang on Thee;
leave, oh, leave me not alone,
still support and comfort me.

All my trust on Thee is stayed,
all help from Thee | bring;
cover my defenseless head
in the shadow of Thy wing.

Thou, O Christ, are all | want;
more than all in Thee | find;
raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
heal the sick and lead the blind.
Just and holy is Thy name,
I'm all unrighteousness;
false and full of sin | am;
Thou full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with Thee is found,
grace to cover all my sin;

let the healing streams abound;
make and keep me pure within.

Thou of life the fountain art,
let me take of Thee;

spring Thou up within my heart,
for all eternity.

Words by Charles Wesley (1740). Music by Greg Thompson (2000).
Words: PUBLIC DOMAIN. Music: 2000 Cardiphonia Music .

GOD SENDS US

We end by receiving God’s promises to us as His people.
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,
to the end of all time.

BENEDICTION



Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050

Scripture text from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.
©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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A NOTE ABOUT GIVING

Please make sure that checks are made out to
Ascension Presbyterian Church
and that any automatic payments are being sent
to the P.O. Box mailing address listed on the back page.




STAFF & LEADERSHIP

PASTOR:
Rev. Nate Hitchcock nate@ascension-pca.org
PASTOR EMERITUS:
Rev. Ed Volz volz.edw@gmail.com
OFFICE MANAGER:
Rina Kroes office@ascension-pca.org
ELDERS:
Brett Chase brett@ascension-pca.org
C.J. DeGroot ¢jdegroot@ascension-pca.org
Chris Sledge chris@ascension-pca.org
Philip Suh philipsuh@ascension-pca.org
Theo Vander Wel theo@ascension-pca.org
Brian Walsh brian@ascension-pca.org
DEACONS:
Kyle Bartlett kyle@ascension-pca.org
Bob Briest bob_briest@ascension-pca.org
Mike Wheeler mike@ascension-pca.org
Garret Holt garret@ascension-pca.org
MEDIA (SOUND & PROJECTION):
Dave Ball dave@daveball.net
NURSERY COORDINATOR:
Anna Hitchcock [temp] hitchcrew@gmail.com
HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:
Monica Sledge cmkesledge@gmail.com
MEAL COORDINATORS:
Sheila Bloedow s.bloedow@comcast.net
Colette Hudson colette.hudson@gmail.com

ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ASCENSION-PCA.ORG

9:00AM: Discipleship Hour
10:00AM: Worship Service (in-person & livestream)

Meeting Address: 8224 220" Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046

APC Office: Mon & Wed & Fri (9:00AM-5:00PMm)
(425) 286-8617 office@ascension-pca.org



