i Ascension

August 30, 2026

A community of worshipping, maturing,
and multiplying disciples of Jesus Christ,
to the glory of God the Father,
by the power of His Spirit,
and in the hope of God’s Kingdom.



WELCOME TO ASCENSION!

Thank you for joining us for worship today.

We are delighted that you are here,
especially if this is your first time with us.

Connect with One Another:

We would love to know that you were here this morning
and encourage you to fill in a Connect Card so that we can
follow up with you, answer your questions, or pray for you.

Our practice of wearing Name Tags is to make you feel

more comfortable among us, help you to identify staff

and leadership, and make it easier for you to connect with us.
See our back page for contact information.

We heartily invite you to join us for refreshments
and conversation after the service.

To Parents of Young Children:

If you would like to utilize it, we have a staffed Nursery
for children through age 3 across the hall.

We encourage younger children to remain with us during
the service. They are not a distraction!

Feel free to sit up front where your child can more easily
see and hear what is happening.

Clipboards for kids are available to encourage our children
to participate in our worship together. Stop by the special
Kids Table to pick up clipboards and crayons for your child.

Free Biblical Resources:

If you don’t have a copy of God's Word, please help yourself
to one of the free Bibles as our gift for you to take home.

You are also welcome to browse the literature and resources
available to you on the Welcome Table, carts, and stands.



Joyfully worshipping together
as the family of God,
with reverence and awe,
mindful of our heritage
as well as our present context.

A WoRrD ABouT OUR LITURGY

The elements and sequence that make up
our worship service (the liturgy) is the way
we tell ourselves, one another, and all in this place,
the grand story of the Triune God:

the story of God pursuing a people
despite their wanderings and forgetfulness,
and shaping them into His people for His glory.

QUIETING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP

The Christian knows no change with regard to God.

He may be rich today and poor tomorrow;

he may be sickly today and well tomorrow;

he may be in happiness today, tomorrow he may be distressed
— but there is no change with regard to

his relationship to God.

If He loved me yesterday, He loves me today.
My unmoving mansion of rest is my blessed Lord.

Let prospects be blighted, let hopes be blasted,

let joy be withered, let mildews destroy everything.
I have lost nothing of what | have in God.

He is “my strong habitation whereunto | can
continually resort.”

I am a pilgrim in the world, but at home in my God.
In the earth | wander,
but in God | dwell in a quiet habitation.

~ Charles Spurgeon



GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP
We gather at the invitation of God through His Word.

He speaks first, revealing Himself to us,
and we respond with one voice in joy and thanksgiving!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

CALL TO WORSHIP
Exodus 15:11,2

M: Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness,
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?

P: The Lorp is my strength and my song,
and He has become my salvation;
this is my God, and | will praise Him,
my father’s God, and | will exalt Him.

SONGS OF PRAISE
Lord, with Glowing Heart I'd Praise Thee

Lord, with glowing heart I'd praise Thee
for the bliss Thy love bestows;
for the pard’ning grace that saves me,
and the peace that from it flows.
Help, O God, my weak endeavor;
this dull soul to rapture raise:
Thou must light the flame, or never
can my love be warmed to praise.

Praise, my soul, the God that sought me,
wretched wand’'rer far astray;

found me lost, and kindly brought me
from the paths of death away.

Praise, with love’s devoutest feeling,
Him who saw my guilt-born fear;

and, the light of hope revealing,
bade the blood-stained cross appear.

Praise my Savior God that drew me
to that cross, new life to give;

held a blood-sealed pardon to me,
bade me look to Him and live.

Praise the grace whose threats alarmed me,
roused me from my fatal ease;

praise the grace whose promise warmed me,
praise the grace that whispered peace.

Words by Francis Scott Key (1817).

Gregorian Chant, arr. by Lowell Mason (1839).
PUBLIC DOMAIN



Oh What High and Holy Privilege

Oh what high and holy priv'lege,
once again to gather here
in the name of our Lord Jesus
as we see His Day draw near.
May we join in joyful rev'rence
with thanksgiving, faith, and love
as He welcomes in His people
to the throne of grace above.

Oh what high and holy priv’'lege
voices raised in prayer and praise,

boldly bringing great petitions,
gladly singing hymns of faith.

May His grace at work among us
cleanse and heal us from our sin
that our prayers may not be hindered

and our praises honor Him.

Oh what high and holy priv’'lege
hearing from the Word of God,
heaven speaks in perfect wisdom,
earth responds and stands in awe.
Do our hearts not burn within us
as we see God’s promises
find their final yes in Jesus,
leading us to righteousness!

Oh what high and holy priv’'lege
this communion that we share

with the Father, Son, and Spirit
and His people everywhere.

As we go with God’s great blessing
in the keeping of His grace,

go in peace to love and service
till we join again in praise.

As we go with God’s great blessing
in the keeping of His grace,

go in peace to love and service
till we join again in praise,
till we join again in praise.

Words and music by Bryan Christopher Fowler, Keith Getty,
Kristyn Getty, Matt Boswell, Matt Papa.

© Getty Music Hymns and Songs; Getty Music Publishing; LivingHymns; Love Your Enemies
Publishing; Messenger Hymns.



GOD CLEANSES US

We gather each week as sinners in constant need of His mercy.
The corporate confession of sin acknowledges this

and invites honest expression before God.

However, God isn’t silent as we cry out to Him —

He assures us that His grace is bigger than our sin.

God’s forgiveness is for all those who humble themselves
before Him in Christ Jesus.

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING
Hebrews 3:1-13

' Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling,
consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession,
“who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, just as Moses also
was faithful in all God’s house. ® For Jesus has been counted
worthy of more glory than Moses — as much more glory as
the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself.

“ (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all
things is God.) > Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as

a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later,
®put Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are
His house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our
boasting in our hope.

"Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,

“Today, if you hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
on the day of testing in the wilderness,
where your fathers put Me to the test
and saw My works for forty years.
Therefore | was provoked with that generation,
and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart;
they have not known My ways.’
As | swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter My rest.
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'*Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil,
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God.
'* But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness
of sin.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN
Jeremiah 14:20-22
P: We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD,

and the iniquity of our fathers,
for we have sinned against You.



Do not spurn us, for Your name’s sake;
do not dishonor Your glorious throne;
remember and do not break Your covenant with us.

Are there any among the false gods of the nations
that can bring rain?

Or can the heavens give showers?
Are you not He, O LORD our God?

We set our hope on You,

for You do all these things.

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN

In these moments, we confess our personal sins to God
so that we may take hold of the forgiveness
won for us by Christ, our Redeemer.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
2 Corinthians 5:21

For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.

SONG OF ASSURANCE
My Redeemer

I will sing of my Redeemer,
and His wondrous love to me;
On the cruel cross He suffered,
from the curse to set me free.

I will tell the wondrous story,
how my lost estate to save;

In His boundless love and mercy,
He the ransom freely gave.

Sing, O sing, of my Redeemer,
with His blood He purchased me.
On the cross He sealed my pardon,
paid the debt

and made me free.

I will sing of my Redeemer,
and His heav’'nly love to me;

He from death to life hath brought me,
Son of God with Him to be.

Sing, O sing, of my Redeemer,
with His blood He purchased me.
On the cross He sealed my pardon,
paid the debt

and made me free.



Sing, O sing, of my Redeemer,
with His blood He purchased me.
On the cross He sealed my pardon,
paid the debt

and made me free.

Words by Philip P. Bliss (1876). Music by Luke Morton (2005).
Words: PUBLIC DOMAIN. Music: © Luke Morton (2005)

GOD SPEAKS TO US

The Holy Spirit makes the reading and preaching of God’s Word
a crucial means of growing and comforting God’s people
and awakening people to new faith in Jesus.

PASTORAL PRAYER

READING OF THE WORD

Psalm 25

To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.

O my God, in You | trust;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.

Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

Make me to know Your ways, O LORD;
teach me Your paths.

Lead me in Your truth and teach me,
for You are the God of my salvation;
for You | wait all the day long.

Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.

Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to Your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD!

Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore He instructs sinners in the way.

He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble His way.

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.

For Your name's sake, O LORD,

pardon my guilt, for it is great.
Who is the man who fears the LORD?

Him will He instruct in the way that he should choose.
His soul shall abide in well-being,

and his offspring shall inherit the land.



The friendship of the LorD is for those who fear Him,
and He makes known to them His covenant.

My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
for He will pluck my feet out of the net.

Turn to me and be gracious to me,
for I am lonely and afflicted.

The troubles of my heart are enlarged;
bring me out of my distresses.

Consider my affliction and my trouble,
and forgive all my sins.

Consider how many are my foes,

and with what violent hatred they hate me.
Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me!

Let me not be put to shame, for | take refuge in You.
May integrity and uprightness preserve me,

for | wait for You.

Redeem lIsrael, O God,
out of all his troubles.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, Amen.

PREACHING OF THE WORD
“A Prayer for the Fall” Pastor Nate Hitchcock

SERMON NOTES:




PRAYER

GIVING TO THE LORD
Haggai 2:8

“The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,”
declares the LORD of hosts.

SONG OF THANKSGIVING
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
as Thou hast been, Thou forever will be.



Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
to Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Words by Thomas Obediah Chisholm (1923).

Music by William Marion Runyan (1923).
Text and tune © 1923. Renewal 1951, Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.

GOD COMMUNES WITH US

The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the family of God, given by Jesus
the night before His death to be celebrated until His return.

It points back to the cross, forward to the return of King,

and spiritually nourishes us for today as we eat and drink in faith.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

CONFESSING OUR FAITH TOGETHER
The Apostles’ Creed & The Mystery of Faith
P: Ibelieve in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead and buried;

He descended into hell;

the third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven

and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there He shall come to judge

the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

: Great is the mystery of faith:

P: Christ has died;

Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.

M: Praise to You, Lord Jesus:

P: Dying, You destroyed our death;
Rising, You restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

M: According to His commandment:

P: We remember His death;

We proclaim His resurrection;
We await His coming in glory.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'’S SUPPER

Please COME FORWARD to receive the elements from the elders
at the table, then RETURN to your seats.

GLUTEN-FREE BREAD and GRAPE JUICE are available from the trays.
Please HOLD elements until we can all partake TOGETHER.



SONG OF MEDITATION
I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130)

Out of the depths | cry to You,

in darkest places | will call,
incline Your ear to me anew,

and hear my cry for mercy, Lord.

Were You to count my sinful ways,

how could | come before Your throne?
yet, full forgiveness meets my gaze,

| stand redeemed by grace alone.

I will wait for You, I will wait for You,
on Your word I will rely.

I will wait for You, surely wait for You
till my soul is satisfied.

So put Your hope in God alone,

take courage in His power to save,
completely and forever won

by Christ emerging from the grave.

I will wait for You, I will wait for You,
on Your word | will rely.

I will wait for You, surely wait for You
till my soul is satisfied.

Now He has come to make a way,

and God Himself has paid the price,
that all who trust in Him today

find healing in His sacrifice.

I will wait for You, I will wait for You
through the storm and through the night.
I will wait for You, surely wait for You,
for Your love is my delight.

I will wait for You, I will wait for You
through the storm and through the night.
I will wait for You, surely wait for You,
for Your love is my delight.

Words and music by Jordan Kauflin, Keith Getty, Matthew Merker,

Stuart Townend
© 2018 Getty Music Publishing, Jordan Kauflin Music, Matthew Merker Music,
Townend Songs



GOD SENDS US

We end by receiving God’s promises to us as His people.
He will be with us as we serve Him in this world,
to the end of all time.

RECESSIONAL SONG
May the Grace of Christ our Savior

May the grace of Christ our Savior,
and the Father’s boundless love,
with the Holy Spirit’s favor,
rest upon us from above.

Thus may we abide in union
with each other and the Lord,
and possess, in sweet communion,
joys which earth cannot afford.

Words by John Newton (1770). Music by Asahel Nettleton (1825).
PUBLIC DOMAIN

BENEDICTION

Song lyrics reproduced by permission: CCL#11181050

Scripture text from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.
©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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A NOTE ABOUT GIVING

Please make sure that checks are made out to
Ascension Presbyterian Church
and that any automatic payments are being sent
to the P.O. Box mailing address listed on the back page.




STAFF & LEADERSHIP

PASTOR:
Rev. Nate Hitchcock nate@ascension-pca.org
PASTOR EMERITUS:
Rev. Ed Volz volz.edw@gmail.com
OFFICE MANAGER:
Rina Kroes office@ascension-pca.org
RULING ELDERS:
C.J. DeGroot ¢jdegroot@ascension-pca.org
Rich Rios rich@ascension-pca.org
Philip Suh philipsuh@ascension-pca.org
Theo Vander Wel theo@ascension-pca.org
Brian Walsh brian@ascension-pca.org
DEACONS:
Bob Briest bob_briest@ascension-pca.org
Garret Holt garret@ascension-pca.org
Bill Park bill@ascension-pca.org
Mike Wheeler mike@ascension-pca.org
TREASURER:
Jason Rutherford jason@ascension-pca.org
MEDIA (SOUND & PROJECTION):
Andrew Tanamas andrewtanamas@gmail.com
NURSERY COORDINATOR:
Anna Hitchcock [temp] hitchcrew@gmail.com
HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR:
Monica Sledge cmkesledge@gmail.com
MEAL COORDINATORS:
Sheila Bloedow s.bloedow@comcast.net
Colette Hudson colette.hudson@gmail.com

ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ASCENSION-PCA.ORG

10:00AM: Worship Service (in-person & livestream)

Meeting Address: 8224 220" Street SW, Edmonds, WA 98026
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Lynnwood, WA 98046

APC Office: Mon & Wed & Fri (9:00AM-5:00PMm)
(425) 286-8617 office@ascension-pca.org



